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Week Ending Friday, November 8, 1991 


Nomination of William Edwin Ryerson 
To Be United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Albania 


October 28, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William Edwin Ryerson, of 
Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Albania. This ambassadorial ap- 
pointment follows the resumption of USS. 
relations with Albania on March 15, 1991. 


Most recently Mr. Ryerson served as 
Chief of the United States Delegation in 
Tirana, Albania. Previous assignments in- 
cluded: Associate Director, Visa Services Di- 
rectorate, Bureau of Consular Affairs at the 
U.S. Department of State, 1990-1991; 
Consul General at the U.S. Embassy in Bel- 
grade, 1986-1990; Serbo-Croatian language 
training at the Foreign Service Institute, 
1985-1986; Chief of Consular Section at the 
U.S. Embassy in Bonn, 1981-1985; Office 
Director, Office of Public and Diplomatic 
Liaison, Visa Services Directorate, Bureau 
of Consular Affairs at the U.S. Department 
of State, 1980-1981; and Berlin Desk Offi- 
cer, Office of Central European Affairs at 
the U.S. Department of State, 1978-1980. 


Mr. Ryerson graduated from Cornell Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1960). He was born December 
10, 1936, in Pompton Lakes, NJ. He is mar- 
ried, has four children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 


Note: This nomination is being reprinted 
because of typesetting errors in last week’s 
issue. We regret any inconvenience this may 
have caused. 


Statement on Signing the District of 
Columbia Mental Health Program 
Assistance Act of 1991 


October 31, 1991 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 1720, 
the “District of Columbia Mental Health 
Program Assistance Act of 1991,” which 
permits the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to enter into an agreement with 
the Mayor of the District of Columbia with 
respect to capital improvements necessary 
for the delivery of mental health services in 
the District of Columbia. 

The Act would, among other things, es- 
tablish “buy American” provisions to 
govern procurements made under the Act. 
The Act purports to require the United 
States Trade Representative to rescind a 
waiver of the Buy American Act of 1933 in 
regard to any country that the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia, in consultation with 
the United States Trade Representative, de- 
termines has violated the agreement pro- 
viding for such a waiver. The decision to 
rescind such a waiver is an exercise of sig- 
nificant authority that must be undertaken 
by an officer of the United States, appoint- 
ed in accordance with the Appointments 
Clause, Article II, sec. 2, cl. 2, of the Consti- 
tution. 

Because the Mayor of the District of Co- 
lumbia is not an officer appointed in con- 
formity with the Appointments Clause, the 
Mayor may not exercise the authority to 
rescind, or to direct a Federal official to 
rescind, the waiver. The Mayor of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia has not asserted any such 
power. In order to enforce the Act consist- 
ently with the Constitution, however, I in- 
struct the United States Trade Representa- 
tive to construe any such determination by 
the Mayor, made pursuant to _ section 
11(bX1) of section 4 of the Act, as a non- 
binding recommendation. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
October 31, 1991. 
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Note: H.R. 1720, approved October 31, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-150. This 
statement was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


Interview With Sylvan Rodriguez of 
KHOU-TV in Houston, Texas 


November 1, 1991 


Anti-crime Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, congratulations on the 
progress being made in Madrid and the 
peace talks over there. But as you talk 
about a kinder, gentler Nation, it’s difficult 
for Houstonians who are being robbed at 
Randall’s to relate to that. What can you do 
as President to make the streets safer right 
here in Houston, your hometown? 

The President. Sylvan, there’s not too 
much a President can do, but there are 
some big things a President can do if he can 
get cooperation. 

You see, there’s two schools of thought: 
One, we need to worry a little more about 
the criminals and their rights and soften the 
criminal anti-crime legislation, hoping that 
you can rehabilitate; and there’s another 
school of thought, which is mine, and that is 
that we need to be tougher on crime. 

We have a crime bill before the Congress 
that does exactly that: reviews the exclu- 
sionary rule, protects the police more, re- 
views the habeas corpus rule, cracks the 
death penalty on those who create the most 
heinous of crimes. And we’ve got a philo- 
sophical difference, particularly in the 
House. 

The Senate Democrats and Republicans 
have come together for a good bill. So, my 
answer: “Help us pass our anti-crime legisla- 
tion.” And then, of course, a lot of it has to 
be done through the police at the local 
level. And I think our police chief here is 
trying very hard. She’s good, and she’s 
working on it. But these policemen that are 
out on the beat need help, and that’s what 
we're trying to give them through our anti- 
crime legislation. 
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But we're caught in a_ philosophical 
debate. The most liberal Members of Con- 
gress simply think I’m on the wrong track, 
and I think they’ve been proved wrong. We 
may get one this year, incidentally. I hope 
so. 


The Economy 


Q. Let me ask you a little bit about the 
economy here. 

The President. Fire away. 

Q. Here in Houston we’ve been rocked 
by layoffs: Compaq let go some 1,400 folks; 
Transco yesterday announced 500 folks 
being laid off; Halliburton; Tenneco. The 
evidence here in Houston is pointing to a 
recession. What can you tell those folks who 
are out of work? 

The President. I'd tell them that, “Look 
over your shoulder and recognize that in 
spite of the hurt today we’ve come a long 
way in Houston.” I think about a few years 
ago when we were going through the same 
credit and financial institution problems 
that some of the rest of the country is now. 

I'd also tell them that what we need to do 
in Washington to assist is to have a growing 
economy with less regulation, with a new 
banking reform bill, with a transportation 
bill that creates instant jobs. I happen to 
believe a capital gains cut would stimulate 
more Compaqs—companies being started. 
It would stimulate jobs in small business 
that present 80 percent or 85 percent of 
the jobs in this country. So, we’ve got good 
programs, but again, I’m in a fight with the 
Congress. 

I also think there is this one of unemploy- 
ment benefits. And where unemployment 
benefits have given out, I want to see that 
the checks start coming again. But I don’t 
want to do it in a way that burdens every- 
body that is working or people that are out 
of work and are paying taxes. 

So they ought to lay politics aside. And 
the Democratic leader in the Senate was 
reported in the paper today to be holding 
out against the other Democrats who want 
to do what I want done. He wants to, as I 
said last night, “Stick it up my ear.” J was 
trying to think exactly how to phrase that, 
but—{laughter|—this isn’t any time for polli- 
tics. People are hurting, and I want to send 
them the checks. But I also want to protect 
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the rest of this country by not busting the 
budget agreement and adding to the defi- 


cit. 

Q. A lot of folks are hurting here in Hous- 
ton because of these layoffs. Can you give 
them an idea as to how long that’s going to 
last, how long the recession 

The President. No, but I—well, let me try 
to put—I don’t want to be kind of a cheer- 
leader. I don’t want to be a rosy-scenario 
man. In the first place—and this is no help 
to somebody that’s hurting—the recession 
that we have been in, had been in, is not 
near as deep as the one that I lived through 
as Vice President in 81 and ’82. So I think 
we have less far to come to get out of it, in 
other words. 

I think when you see growth in the third 
quarter, that was a good sign. When you see 
unemployment—don’t tell this to an unem- 
ployed guy—but when you see unemploy- 
ment substantially lower than it was in the 
heights of the last recession, that’s a good 
sign. 

But yes, I'd say to them, “I do believe 
things are improving.” I don’t think every- 
thing is right. I do think we ought to help 
those who are out of work. But I don’t want 
to be a part of trying to talk this country 
into a recession, a deepened recession. And 
I don’t want to win by just talking negative- 
ly about everything. 

I know that very candidly, politically, 
some of the liberal Democrats that control 
this Congress think the only chance they 
have to defeat me is to talk this country 
into hard times. And I don’t want to be a 
part of that. So my message to the person 
that’s hurting is: One, we want to help you. 
Two, I believe we’re going to be out of this 
thing and may be out of it right now. And 
three, work with the Congress to get the 
kind of incentives in the economy that I’ve 
been talking about for a long, long time. 


Presidential Campaign 


Q. Mr. President, I hope to be with you 
on the campaign trail during this next year. 

The President. Get ready. You’re not a 
stranger to it, nor am I. I meant that, what 
I said last night. I’ve been trying to be kind 
and gentle and absorb these political shots 
from not all the Democrats—you don’t hear 
some of our Texas Democrats be this per- 
sonal. But I’m a little tired of having the 


liberal Democrats up there in the House 
and the Senate, these entrenched leaders 
and chairmen of these little subcommittees, 
dictate to the American people. 

I know what the American people elect- 
ed me to do, and Id like to be able to do it. 
So, I'm going to shoot back a little more 
now. I felt good after that last night. I came 
home, and I said to Barbara, “You know, 
one, it’s great to be back in Houston, and I 
feel good.” I thought I’d be dead tired, 
having come in from Madrid. And I felt 
good because I slugged back at these guys 
that have been sniping at me for 6 months. 

Q. Are you ready for the fight? 

The President. Yes, 1 am. And we're 
going to be in a real fight. I’m not going to 
roll over and let them misrepresent my 
record. And I had fun pointing out that 
they say to me, “What’s the difference be- 
tween foreign and domestic policy?” For- 
eign policy, you don’t have to go to the 
lowest common denominator on some sub- 
committee and ask permission to have a 
Middle East peace conference: you do it. 
And the people support you. Domestic 
policy, you’ve got to come up against this 
old thinking. So, there is a difference in 
that. 

Q. Well, tell me what the focus of the 
campaign, then, will be. What’s the most 
pressing issue that you feel—— 

The President. Economy. Jobs. Getting 
America back to work, helping those who 
are out of work. But then, of course, you 
mentioned crime. It’s right up on the fore- 
front. And I’m going to take the crime mes- 
sage to the American people and say: “Get 
me some Members of Congress that will 
support my crime bill. Republicans are sup- 
porting it. Get me some on the other side 
sO we can move it forward.” 

Education. We’ve got a fantastic Educa- 
tion 2000. It’s not Republican or Democrat. 
Democratic Governors are supporting it 
overwhelmingly. But some of the old think- 
ers in Congress want to have Congress tell 
these schools how to do it. They’re subject 
to the power of the labor union in educa- 
tion. But I’m not worried about that labor 
union, the NEA. They never voted for me 
in their life. The members do. The union 
fights me. So, I’m going to fight them. 
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Q. Let me ask you a little about the 
middle class. That recent Washington Post- 
ABC poll indicated that 47 percent are in- 
clined to reelect you, and the others say it’s 
because of the economy and especially the 
middle class are hurting so much right now. 

The President. Any time you've got a bad 
economy, people are going to look at any- 
body that’s in office. One of the reasons you 
see term limits so popular, and I support 
them, is people are saying, “Hey, they’re 
not helping us.” 

I can’t ask a guy that’s thrown out of 
work at Compaq to think everything I’m 
doing is perfect. But what I will do in the 
campaign is draw the lines and say, “Here’s 
what I’ve tried to do. Do you know this? 
And if you believe in it, send me some help 
up there.” But yes, I think the economy is 
going to be the driving factor in these elec- 
tions. 

The lack of consumer confidence worries 
me because if they hear all this bad news all 
the time, people are going to get gloomy 
about it. It’s a good time to buy a house. It’s 
a good time to buy a car. Interest rates are 
substantially lower. But as long as people 
are worrying about their jobs, they hold 
back. So, I’ve got to border between cheer- 
leading and saying, “Hey, good banks make 
good loans; let’s move things forward,” and 
not seem uncaring. There’s a balance there. 
I’m walking a tightrope. 


Redskins vs. Oilers 


Q. I have time to ask you one more ques- 
tion. 

The President. Shoot. 

Q. I’m sorry to be filibustering here. Save 
the best for last. Houston Oilers, Washing- 
ton Redskins, big game. You’re from Hous- 
ton 

The President. You want to put me on 
the spot, don’t you? Look, this one isn’t that 
tough for me. And I’ve said this before, and 
I'll say it again. I know Joe Gibbs, and I 
respect him. And yes, I take pride in the 
Skins’ record. But there’s no problem for 
me. I talked to Jack Pardee just before I 
came down here, told him how great I 
think he’s doing. Got a little secondhand 
message from Warren Moon, sending his 
best, and I scribbled out a note back to him. 
And so, I’m for the Oilers, and I hope they 
win. And I hope they go on to the Super 
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Bowl, and I hope I get the honor to have 
them back in the White House. 

Q. Great. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. It’s good to see you. 

The President. All right. Good to see you. 


Note: The interview began at 9:47 a.m. in 
the Houstonian Hotel. During the interview, 
the President referred to Joe Gibbs, coach of 
the Washington Redskins; Jack Pardee, 
coach of the Houston Oilers; and Warren 
Moon, quarterback for the Houston Oilers. 
Randall’s Food Market is a Houston food 
store chain. This interview was not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Interview With Dave Ward of KTRK- 
TV in Houston, Texas 


November 1, 1991 


Economic Outlook 


Q. Mr. President, this is kind of a broad 
way to begin, but tell us what is America’s 
biggest problem right now. 

The President. Right now, world peace 
having been enhanced, progress having 
been made as we start a whole new ap- 
proach to education—although we’ve got 
big problems there—I think it’s the econo- 
my. I think it is that people don’t have 
confidence. 

Q. Unemployment figures just came out 
today for October: up another one-tenth of 
1 percent, 6.8 percent. What can be done? 

The President. Well, in the first place, 
these things need to be in perspective. It 
doesn’t help to tell someone that’s out of 
work, “Unemployment is 6.8 percent, and 
that’s far lower than in recession times 
when I was Vice President back in the ’81- 
82 days.” It happens to be true. 

I would have a mixed message, and it 
would be this: One, for those that are hurt- 
ing, we’ve got to help; those whose unem- 
ployment benefits have run out, send me a 
bill that I can sign that doesn’t further 
burden everybody else by busting the 
budget agreement. 

Secondly, using hindsight, I would have 
liked to have thought that Congress would 
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move on the package that I put forward to 
stimulate economic growth: IRA’s, a trans- 
portation bill, a capital gains reduction, and 
things that actually create jobs. Lacking 
that, we’ve got to fight for a package that 
will stimulate. 

And then thirdly, I'd say I believe the 
economy is recovering. It grew at 2.4 per- 
cent over the previous quarter, in the third 
quarter. And yet, you go tell some guy at 
Compaq that’s getting laid off, and he’s not 
interested in that. He wants to know, “How 
about my job, my family? I’m worried.” 

And so, I’ve got to be careful I don’t 
over-cheerlead on this economy, but I don’t 
want to talk people into a further lack of 
confidence because it’s a good time to buy a 
house, frankly. It’s a good time to buy a car 
in terms of historic interest rates. It’s a good 
time for sound banks to make sound loans. 
And we've got a banking reform bill that 
would further enhance credit. I’ve been 
worried about that. We’re working with the 
regulators to lighten up on some of the reg- 
ulation that is causing banks to loan less 
money. 

So, the message is mixed. But when some- 
one is hurting, I must be concerned. And I 
am. And we’re trying hard. 


Interest Rates 


Q. Would you like to see the Federal Re- 
serve cut interest rates at all? 

The President. Yes. 1d like to see them 
down more. They’ve been worried, and I 
think at times properly worried, about infla- 
tion. Nobody likes that insidious stealth tax; 
it rips it out of everybody’s pocketbook. But 
yes, I think we could go down more on 
rates. And again, a President has to be care- 
ful. What I say—it seems hard for you to 
believe, having known me all these years, 
but this affects the markets and there’s pro- 
cedures for doing these things. 

But you've asked a frank question, and 
I’ve given you a frank answer. 

Capital Gains Tax 


Q. You may have a Democratic opponent 
who’s calling for a capital gains tax. 

The President. Great! 

Q. I read one, Tsongas I think, says cap- 
ital gains tax promotes reinvestment. 

The President. A \ot of them are talking 
about it now, but the old thinkers in Con- 


gress are unwilling to do it because they’re 
thinking politically, “We don’t want to give 
the President a victory.” 

I told them last night, I said: “Look, give 
me all the political grief. You call it a tax for 
the rich. Lay that on. Keep on with your 
rhetoric. But let’s try it. It worked in ’78. It 
created new jobs. It added revenues to the 
Federal Government—didn’t cost the tax- 
payers a thing. Let’s try it. Let’s try to 
create jobs through the incentive that 
comes with entrepreneurship.” 

It’s small business that’s the backbone of 
this country. But we’re in a political fight, 
and yet, I think some are coming this way. 
I’ve even heard some of the most unlikely 
sources talking about it now. So, we're 
going to keep on it. I’m not saying it’s a 
magic that’s going to solve everything, but 
our package will help a lot. 


Family Values 


Q. A lot of people blame our social ills in 
our country on the breakdown of the 
family, giving us social problems. Don’t 
those eventually evolve into economic prob- 
lems? 

The President. Certainly. And I—oh, 
Dave, I'll tell you—— 

Q. What can be done about it? 

The President. Well, 'm not sure the 
Federal Government can do a heck of a lot 
about that: the dissolution of family, mar- 
riages breaking up wantonly and at random, 
children left with nobody knowing their} 
names. I think one thing we can do is safe- 
guard against legislation that is going to in- 
flict mandates on families. I’m for parental 
choice, for example, in education. I fought 
hard and got a child care bill that lets the 
parents choose how this should work. 

I don’t want to sound holier-than-thou, 
but you’re on to something. The dissolution 
of the family is a bad thing. And I might 
put in a plug for what Barbara Bush does 
here because I think the American people 
see in her somebody that epitomizes a 
family value. She goes into any neighbor- 
hood; it doesn’t matter who votes for who. 
It’s not going to matter next year. She'll be 
there holding somebody’s hand, holding an 
AIDS baby in her arms, helping with educa- 
tion, getting parents to read to their chil- 
dren. You’re talking about family strength. 
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That’s a wonderful thing. And it may seem 
small to some people, but I think the Amer- 
ican people see, well, that she practices 
what she preaches in terms of family. And 
I'm very proud of her. And I want to try, 
myself, to assist without trying to master- 
mind the family problems of individuals. 

But I worry about it all the time: The 
dissolution of the American family, the re- 
laxing of traditional values. It troubles me. 
But you can’t legislate it. It’s not something 
that—you can’t legislate moral behavior in 
this country. 


Anti-crime Legislation 


Q. Another trouble spot that we have in 
Houston and, well, nationwide, but really in 
Houston—we’ve got a horrible crime prob- 
lem, and we’re one of the five drug hot- 
spots in the country. You have said commu- 
nities should solve their own problems, and 
I understand that. But we're struggling. 
We're having a hard time. Is there more 
that can be done? 

The President. Dave, you're right. In the 
first place, the community action is a very 
important way. I hope I’ve not said it to the 
exclusion of Federal participation. We've 
got a crime bill that proposes tough anti- 
crime legislation: habeas corpus reform and 
a whole bunch of things that I think would 
strengthen the hand of the police, would be 
tougher on the criminals, including more 
rapid capital punishment for those that kill 
police officers and involved in this insidious 
narcotics business. So, we have a program 
here that can help. 

But again, I think communities do have 
to move forward. And Houston is trying. 
Houston is trying hard. I think our police 
chief is trying hard in this. I think our offi- 
cers, some of whom I know and respect, are 
out there on the front line. And what the 
Federal Government must do is support 
_— And that’s what our crime bill will 

oO. 

But the liberal Democrats have a very 
different, softer kind of let’s-help-rehabili- 
tate-the-criminal approach. And I think 
we've tried that, and it’s failed. And yes, 
I’m for some rehabilitation, but I want to 
support the policeman on the block. And I 
don’t care whether it’s a Democrat police- 
man, Republican policeman, liberal, con- 
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servative: they deserve our support. And I 
need some help from Congress. 
Upcoming Drug Summit 

Q. Some speculation that the next drug 
summit might be held in Houston. Do you 
have any word on that? 

The President. Well, I'd like to see it held 
in the United States. The last one was in 
Cartagena. 

You see, it’s my view—and I’m not talk- 
ing defensively here—I think that working 
with foreign countries on antinarcotics, I 
don’t think that’s foreign policy. They say, 
“Bush spends too much time on foreign 
policy.” Yes, I went to Colombia and met 
with them, but I think that helps every 
neighborhood in Houston, Texas, if we can 
make more progress on interdicting drugs. 

Now, I’ve invited leaders of many of 
these countries to a meeting next year, and 
I'd like to see it in the United States. And it 
might well turn out to be in Texas. Other 
States, of course, are interested, and some 
are accusing me of funneling a little too 
many events into Houston. But this is my 
home, and I’m not apologetic about it. And 
we're a crossroads; we’re a community here 
that can handle these things well. 


Governor Ann Richards 


Q. Our Governor, Ann Richards, she 
made a name for herself by kind of trashing 
you at that last convention. Would you like 
to say anything about the way she’s running 
the Governor’s office? 

The President. Well, I don’t want to be 
too nice to her, I mean—but look, Ann had 
to do her thing, and she ran a good race. 
And I’m told that in many areas she’s get- 
ting along just fine. But everybody forgives 
a little excess political rhetoric. I don’t think 
she'll be running that same theme again in 
the future. If so, ’ll unleash on her. 

But right now I’m in a kind and gentle 
mood towards our Governor. She’s helping 
in a lot of the education initiatives that I 
believe in. Most Governors—you know, our 
Education 2000 program isn’t Republican 
or Democrat. We’ve got tons of Democratic 
Governors supporting it. 

So, the jury is still out on her. The jury is 
still out on me. And let’s see how she does. 
But I’m not going to be carping and criti- 
cizing any Governor of Texas. It’s my State. 
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Redskins vs. Oilers 


Q. One last thing. The Washington Red- 
skins, Houston Oilers, RFK this Sunday. 
Who are you going to be rooting for? 

The President. | thought that might be 
the first thing with you. [Laughter] No, I’ve 
said this publicly since I’ve been in Hous- 
ton, and I always start out by saying I’ve got 
great affection and respect for Joe Gibbs. 
You better have great affection and respect 
for Joe Gibbs if you want to live in Wash- 
ington, even inside the fence in the White 
House. Besides that, he merits that. 

Joe is a—God, what he does, the great 
work he does with kids. But look, Jack 
Pardee is my friend. The Oilers are my 
hometown club. Warren Moon is a guy not 
only that I respect, but I believe he’d recog- 
nize that we have a friendship, too. And so, 
I want the Oilers to win it. And I want 
them to go on and do so well that Barbara 
and I receive them in the White House as 
Super Bowl champs. 

So put that one out there, and Ill go back 
and take the flak in DC tomorrow. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. It’s good to 
see you again, sir. 

The President. Thank you. Nice reunion. 


Note: The interview began at 9:58 a.m. in 
the Houstonian Hotel. Paul E. Tsongas, 
former Massachusetts Senator, is a candi- 
date for the Democratic Party’s 1992 Presi- 
dential nomination. This interview was not 
received in time for publication in the ap- 
propriate issue. 


Remarks to Marlow Industries 
Employees in Dallas, Texas 
November 1, 1991 


Thank you for that wonderful welcome. 
But look, you’ve got it backwards, Barbara 
and I came down to applaud you all— 
[/aughter|—and congratulate you on this na- 
tional honor. And it is national. And it is 
international now. And we’re very, very 
proud. 

I’ve just had an opportunity to look 
through the plant, and I’m very proud of 
what everybody has accomplished. I might 
commend my fellow Texan and Cabinet 


member, Bob Mosbacher because he puts 
the emphasis on quality. That takes a lot of 
his time, but he’s also putting a lot of em- 
phasis on expanding markets abroad. And 
one of the great opportunities for this coun- 
try is to have ever-increasing exports. And I 
know that this company that has been de- 
scribed as small is already participating vig- 
orously in international markets. 

Bob has gone out around the country, 
and he’s organized seminars in some 25 
cities in this country. And the common de- 
nominator in all of these is that quality is 
what sells American goods and services, 
here and abroad. 

Ray said it best, and I salute him. I salute 
all of you and your families. I see a couple 
of junior Troy Aikmans over here in Dallas 
Cowboy shirts. [Laughter] And they’re get- 
ting ready for a little quality themselves, I 
think. But I’m honored to be here today, 
and I really mean that. Because we are 
proud of your outstanding work in earning 
what is now a very coveted national award, 
the National Quality Award named in honor 
of our great friend, Barbara’s and mine and 
Bob Mosbacher’s, the late Mac Baldrige. 

I was impressed, Ray, by the tour of the 
plant. I feel as though I’ve just gone 
through a crash course: dewpoint hydrom- 
eters, parametric amplifiers. I can’t pro- 
nounce them, and I just hope I can get out 
of here without a quiz on what the heck it 
is you guys do. [Laughter] But all I know is 
you do it well. 

I want to compliment the makers of this 
map behind us and also the map over on 
the other side, a work of true imagination. 
At first glance you walk in here, I expect 
you might think that it’s a conventional 
map of the world. But a more careful in- 
spection shows that it is a symbolic picture 
of Marlow’s ambitious business goals and ex- 
pectations. And look at it this way: It’s a 
whole world of your own making. 

It reminds me of a remark by the great 
American revolutionary, Thomas Paine. As 
Americans fought in the War of Independ- 
ence, which was a struggle for free enter- 
prise as well as political reform, Paine said, 
“We have it in our power to begin the 
world all over again.” 

Today we are celebrating a new revolu- 
tion. It doesn’t involve cannons and mus- 
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kets and political tumult, but it is a revolu- 
tion all the same. You ought to look at it 
every time you do something across the 
way in the plant as a revolution. And I’m 
talking, of course, about the movement in 
American business for quality improve- 
ment. 

The best businesses in America, large and 
small, are renewing, even reinventing 
themselves to become and to remain world- 
class competitors. Our companies are over- 
throwing these outdated and antagonistic 
barriers between labor and management. 
They're replacing us-versus-them divisions 
with real teamwork. 

The quality revolution is driving bureauc- 
racy out of our business organizations. Com- 
panies are doing away with stratification, 
leaving as little distance as possible between 
the most junior employee and the CEO. In 
this quest, employees at every level are en- 
joying more power, more incentive, more 
freedom to create, and more responsibility 
for their efforts. And with that goes more 
pride. 

We're improving the quality of our prod- 
ucts and services with the keenest tools of 
statistical process control. This revolution 
that you all are participants in, this quality 
revolution, topples barriers that used to iso- 
late the backroom “number crunchers” 
from the people who work on the assembly 
lines and the service counters. So, we’re 
learning how to prevent defects in the first 
place, instead of correcting them later. 

Most important, the quality revolution 
helps American companies to put the satis- 
faction of customers at the forefront. Win- 
ning organizations know that customers 
don’t want just the best that one company 
can offer; they want the best that anyone in 
the world can offer. 

Ray Marlow has described quite succinct- 
ly what the commitment to corporate qual- 
ity means. He tells me that the company’s 
receivables and payables are timely, the 
profit-sharing and taxes are paid, and the 
revolving bank debt is paid routinely. 
[Laughter] And, most important, you've got 
a little cash in the bank. But then he goes 
on to make this point, which is a credit to 
all of you, saying that while these are the 
results, “they cannot be the goals in and of 
themselves. The goal must be quality.” I 
believe, Ray, that every CEO and every 
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company in America would benefit by shar- 
ing your philosophy, the philosophy that 
these good people practice every day, about 
effort and results. 

The new commitment that we have to 
world-class excellence will make our busi- 
nesses stronger than ever as we come out of 
this recession. And the most important 
long-term indicators are favorable, I might 
add, for national recovery. Interest rates are 
near the lowest in a decade and a half. 
Industrial production increased in Septem- 
ber and rose by an annual rate of more 
than 6 percent in the third quarter. Manu- 
facturing productivity rose at 3.6 percent 
annual rate during the second quarter. And 
the first estimates, that I’m sure that some 
of you all have seen in the papers, have the 
gross national product, the GNP, of the 
country rising 2.4 percent in the third quar- 
ter. 

So, yes, there are a lot of problems out 
there. But these indications are good. And 
I’m one who prefers to see the glass half 
full rather than criticizing all the time and 
seeing the glass half empty. 

In this climate, one thing I’m determined 
not to do is to bust the budget deal up 
there in Washington that caps Federal 
spending and then, if we busted it, would 
open up the floodgates for congressional 
tax-and-spend policies. You all are working 
for a living and you need some protection 
from too much Federal spending. 

That’s why, in this recent, highly pro- 
nounced struggle about unemployment 
compensation, I want one that will comply 
with the budget agreement: get the checks 
out to those families who are off of benefits, 
who are entitled to them, but—get those 
out, but not do it by burdening everybody 
that is working or everybody that’s out of 
work that’s paying taxes by increasing their 
taxes. 

And so we're going to keep on working. 
And I believe that I can if I stay the course, 
and I plan to do that. I believe we can get a 
fair unemployment compensation bill that 
won't burden everybody else and that, yet, 
will help those families that are desperately 
in need of help. So, we’ve got a good pro- 
posal. And I find I’m going to stay with it, 
and I think it’s going to help everyone. 
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I might say parenthetically that Bob and I 
are doing our level best to pursue economic 
policies that let companies like this one lead 
the way to quality. This means we’re going 
to try, as I said, to hold the line not on 
needed spending but on the wasteful side of 
the spending equation. I want to see us do 
things in the tax system to stimulate the 
creation of new businesses like this one: 
new businesses, new opportunity, new job. 

Some say, “Well, he’s for capital gains re- 
duction.” I’m for jobs. And they cut capital 
gains in ’78, and it increased jobs and op- 
portunities, and new businesses sprung up. 
And Id like to see that happen again. Need 
a little help with the Congress. 

One of the things that I don’t want to do 
is burden the workers of this company with 
further regulation, or certainly, needless 
regulation. You don’t need some Federal 
guy coming out of Washington, looking over 
your shoulder to see you’re doing the job all 
right. You know what to do. You did it so 
well you got this award. And so, yes, there’s 
some regulation, but let’s not have any 
more needless regulation out of Washing- 
ton, DC. 

I guess the bottom line is that the poten- 
tial of this quality revolution that you all are 
involved in, no matter how big your job, no 
matter how confined your job, you're in- 
volved in a quality revolution. And the po- 
tential of that reaches far beyond anything 
that appears on a balance sheet. 

Look at educating the kids of this coun- 
try. David Kearns, who led Xerox—they 
were a big, great big company, as you 
know. They won the same award a couple 
of years ago that you’ve won this year. And 
now that man, David Kearns, is in public 
service as the Deputy Secretary of Educa- 
tion. He and Governor Alexander are work- 
ing to literally reinvent schools. They’re 
trying to do in education what you have 
done through injecting quality into your 
work in this plant. And we need to take a 
new look at education, give parents more 
choice, and give these kids the best educa- 
tion possible by “thinking anew,” as Abra- 
ham Lincoln once said. 

I wish you all could have known the guy 
for whom the award you have won was 
named, Mac Baldrige. He was really a—he 
came out of the East, but he was really a 
westerner. He had a marvelous place out in 


New Mexico, and he loved riding. And he 
was a cowboy, honored by the National 
Cowboy Hall of Fame. He was a rough- 
riding Renaissance figure, and he was the 
kind only found in our great country. He 
was a Close friend. I can’t repeat every joke 
he told me, but nevertheless, I can tell 
you—{/aughter|—he had a marvelous sense 
of humor. And for Barbara and me, his un- 
timely loss there in that rodeo arena leaves 
us still—trying to describe how I felt about 
him—leaves us still with a personal sense of 
loss. 

When he was in Bob Mosbacher’s job 
during the eighties, he worked hard to lib- 
erate American business from regulation 
and yet keep the focus on quality. As much 
as he cherished economic freedom, he be- 
lieved that it wasn’t worth much if compa- 
nies failed to do their very, very best. So 
Mac spent much of his time urging Ameri- 
can business to pursue excellence. The Na- 
tional Quality Awards competition, and I 
know it must have seemed a pain to those 
of you who had to fill out these endless 
forms, but nevertheless, it was worth it. 
And those competitions are one of the great 
legacies of Mac Baldrige. 

Let me just recite for those not from the 
plant that these relatively small companies 
that won it, each an electronics manufactur- 
er, merited the award. They were Solectron 
Corporation out in San Jose, California; they 
were Zytec of Eden Prairie, Minnesota; 
and, of course, this wonderful company, 
Marlow Industries right here in Dallas. 

And I think, as participants in this victo- 
ry, you can say that all three winners, and 
certainly yours, prove that American enter- 
prise can succeed in world-class competition 
involving the most sophisticated technol- 
ogies and having to satisfy the most discern- 
ing of customers. And this makes our coun- 
try very, very proud. And I happen to be- 
lieve that small business, smaller businesses 
are the, I know that they are the largest 
creator of jobs. I believe 80 percent or 
more of the jobs are in small business. 

And what you’ve done here is to demon- 
strate that you can have the same quality, if 
not better, than those companies that have 
been in business for years and years and 
years. 
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So for me, seeing what you do, looking 
into your faces, shaking a few hands across 
the way, it’s a good day. And I am very, 
very proud to be with the men and women 
of Marlow Industries right here today, 
proud to congratulate you for navigating 
this “Baldrige Award Strait” on the map of 
dreams. 

Now it’s your mission to help other com- 
panies across the Nation chart their jour- 
neys to world-class performance. I hope this 
little visit results in that, because we believe 
in you, we believe in your work, and we 
know you're setting a tremendous example 
for the entire country, the United States, 
still the greatest, freest country on the face 
of the Earth. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in 
Northgate Business Park following a tour of 
Marlow Industries. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Raymond Marlow, 
President and CEO of Marlow Industries, 
and Lamar Alexander, Secretary of Educa- 
tion. These remarks were not received in 
time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Remarks at the Dedication Ceremony 
for Thanks-Giving Square in Dallas, 
Texas 


November 1, 1991 


Thank you, Peter, and Secretary Mos- 
bacher. We’re pleased you’re with us here 
today. I’m so delighted to see two old 
friends, among many others: Ambassador 
Anne Armstrong, and of course, our Mayor, 
Annette Strauss. Dr. Garcia, thank you. 
Your music was spectacular, and we appre- 
ciated it very, very much. 

And where is the Explorer Post 111, over 
here? They did a first-class job. Thank you 
guys for being with us. 

Here at this unique shrine of gratitude, I 
want to offer thanks. I want to pay grateful 
tribute to all those who envisioned and built 
Thanks-Giving Square. I would, of course, 
single out Peter Stewart, who has been with 
this from its very inception. His conviction 
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and his dedication are well-known to every- 
body here and all across this great city. 

This year in particular, as Annette men- 
tioned, we give thanks for a century and a 
half of a community known as Dallas. Look- 
ing at John Bryan’s little log cabin, we can 
say honestly that Dallas arose from modest 
beginnings. But the truism, that truism 
misses a deeper truth. There was nothing 
modest at all about the dreams, the drive, 
the potential, and the achievement of 
Bryan and his community of pioneers. 

With the scarcest of natural blessings, the 
builders of Dallas brought into being one of 
the world’s great cities. The Dallas commu- 
nity has never wavered in its determination 
for hard work and its devotion to the Al- 
mighty. The spirit of Dallas reminds me of 
the saintly motto, “Work as though every- 
thing depended upon yourself, and pray as 
though everything depended upon God.” 

Dallas has a long tradition of clean, effi- 
cient government, selfless public service. 
And Dallas needs to draw upon this more 
fervently than ever at this time of historic 
transition in the leadership and the struc- 
ture of its municipal government. A leader 
clearly in the Dallas public service tradition 
is our friend and our Mayor, Annette 
Strauss. 

As you prepare to retire from public serv- 
ice and from the Mayor’s office, let me say 
that every Texan and every American who 
knows and loves this city must be grateful 
for all that you have given to this city. 

And again, let me express appreciation, 
Peter, to you and to the others who have 
been at your side, creating Thanks-Giving 
Square. This island of tranquility, like any 
place of prayer, meditation, and rest, is as 
vital to Dallas as the gleaming towers of 
commerce thai surround us. Thanks-Giving 
Square—it reminds us that Dallas is great 
only because its leaders and builders under- 
stand that they serve a providence greater 
and more beneficent than they can ever 
dream of being. 

And so, Barbara and I are just delighted 
to be with you here on this very special 
occasion. We thank you for your dedication. 
We praise you for your faith. And I can tell 
you this: Every single day I’m in this job, I 
recognize the importance of giving thanks. 
Thank you very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at 
Thanks-Giving Square. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Peter Stewart, chair- 
man of the National Thanksgiving Commis- 
sion; Anne Armstrong, president of the Na- 
tional Thanksgiving Commission; and Yo- 
landa Garcia, entertainer. These remarks 
were not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 


Nomination of Leo P. Duffy To Be an 
Assistant Secretary of Energy 


November 1, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Leo P. Duffy, of Pennsyl- 
vania, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy for Environmental Restoration and 
Waste Management for the Department of 
Energy. He would succeed Donna R. Fitz- 
patrick. 


Mr. Duffy has served as Director of the 
Office of Environmental Restoration and 
Waste Management, 1989-present; and as 
Special Assistant to the Secretary for Coordi- 
nation of Defense Waste Management, 1989. 
From 1987 to 1989, Mr. Duffy served as 
general manager of the Westinghouse Waste 
Technology Service Division for Weston 
Services, Inc., in Waltz Mills, PA. 


Mr. Duffy graduated from New York Uni- 
versity (B.S.M.E., 1952). He was born Feb- 
ruary 19, 1929, in Jersey City, NJ. Mr. Duffy 
is married, has six children, and resides in 
West Chester, PA. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Nomination of Gregg Ward To Be an 
Assistant Secretary of Energy 


November 1, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gregg Ward, of Virginia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of Energy for 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Af- 


fairs at the Department of Energy. He 
would succeed Jacqueline Knox Brown. 

Since 1988 Mr. Ward has been group vice 
president for external affairs for the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects in Washington, 
DC. Prior to this, he was government rela- 
tions director for Thompson & Bussart, Es- 
quire, in Washington, DC, 1986-1988; exec- 
utive vice president for Vote America, 
1985-1986; Director of Congressional Af- 
fairs for the Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1983-1985; and director of govern- 
mental affairs and assistant director of labor 
relations for Sheet Metal and Air Condition- 
ing Contractors’ National Association, Inc., 
1977-1983. 

Mr. Ward graduated from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (BS., 
1972). He was born June 28, 1950, in Syra- 
cuse, NY. He is married and resides in 
McLean, VA. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Nomination of James G. Randolph To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Energy 


November 1, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James G. Randolph, of 
Oklahoma, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy for Fossil Energy at the Depart- 
ment of Energy. He would succeed Robert 
H. Gentile. 

Mr. Randolph has served as president of 
Kerr McGee Coal Corp. in Oklahoma City, 
OK, 1978-1988. Prior to this, he served as 
senior vice president of Kerr McGee Corp., 
coal and uranium operations, 1984-1988. 
Mr. Randolph served in the U.S. Air Force, 
1948-1976. 

Mr. Randolph graduated from the George 
Washington University (M.S., 1968); the U.S. 
Army Command and Staff College (MS., 
1964); and the University of Michigan (B.S., 
1962). He was born January 20, 1930, in 
Cleveland, TN. Mr. Randolph is married, 
has four children, and resides in Oklahoma 
City, OK. 





Nov. 1 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 


November 4, 1991 


President Reagan and Nancy, Barbara 
and I are just delighted to be here on this 
llth anniversary of your election as Presi- 
dent. My special greeting, of course, to your 
fellow Californians, President and Mrs. 
Nixon; also President and Mrs. Ford; Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Carter. Mrs. Johnson, you’re 
so sweet to be here. Members of the 
Reagan, Kennedy, Johnson, and Roosevelt 
families. 

As I listen to these talks I got to thinking: 
Wouldn’t Fred Travalina, Rich Little, Dana 
Carvey have a wonderful time here today? 
[Laughter] And I was so moved by Chuck 
Heston’s opening comments; and Lod Cook, 
congratulations, sir. Once again, you’ve 
stepped up and done a superb job. Rever- 
end Donn Moomaw, thank you, sir, for the 
invocation. And, of course, being with my 
trusted adviser and military leader, General 
Colin Powell, is a treat. And then, déja vu, 
as Sergeant Alvie Powell sang “The Star- 
Spangled Banner.” He did that at my inau- 
guration, and I'll never forget it. Ambassa- 
dor Annenberg and all who worked so hard 
on this library, our profound thanks to you. 

This marks an historic occasion. For the 
first time, five Presidents and six First 
Ladies, past and present, have gathered to- 
gether in the same locale. The four former 
Presidents, dedicated public servants, and 
these wonderful First Ladies, each has 
played a significant part in the American 
story. 

We begin with the 37th President, Rich- 
ard Nixon, and the woman we know and 
love as Pat. Mr. President, you were an in- 
novator at home, a peacemaker and 
groundbreaker abroad. We'll never forget 
it. Here, too, are Betty Ford and America’s 
38th President, Gerald Ford. To this son of 
Michigan we say: We are very grateful for 
your quiet strength of character, your vigor, 
and your just plain innate decency. 
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Next, we thank the 39th President, 
Jimmy Carter, and his wife Rosalyn. Amer- 
ica applauds your life-long commitment, sir, 
to peace, to human rights, to helping 
others. And it was most gracious of you to 
make such an extra effort to be here today. 

And I feel very badly that you haven’t 
met a Democratic President yet, but please 
don’t do anything about that. [Laughter] 
And Lady Bird, Mrs. Johnson, we salute you 
for your dedication to our natural beauty 
and also for your love of family that shines 
through every single day. 

Today, we’re here to honor “An Ameri- 
can Life,” which is the title of his autobiog- 
raphy. We also honor an American original. 
Ronald Reagan was born on February 6th, 
but his heart is the Fourth of July. 

And with his disarming sense of humor, 
President Reagan was something refresh- 
ingly different in Washington: A politician 
who was funny on purpose. [Laughter] And 
he also was, though, a visionary, a crusader, 
and a prophet in his time. 

He was a political prophet, leading the 
tide toward conservatism. He was also a 
Main Street prophet. He understood that 
America is great because of what we are, 
not what we have. Politics can be cruel, can 
be mean and ugly and uncivil. And unfail- 
ingly, Ronald Reagan was strong and gentle. 
And he ennobled public service. He em- 
bodied the American character. He came 
from the heart of America geographically 
and culturally. Not even a bullet from the 
gun of a would-be assassin could stay his 
spirit. 

I remember the terrible day in March of 
81. He looked at the doctors in the emer- 
gency room and said, “I hope you're all 
Republicans.” [Laughter] Well, Republicans 
or Democrats, his courage and humor made 
us all proud, proud to be Americans. And 
for 8 years, I was very proud to be his Vice 
President. And I saw a man who was 
thoughtful, sentimental, sending money to 
strangers who touched him, writing letters 
on yellow legal paper, and asking that they 
be retyped because he wanted to make it 
easier for the recipients to read. 

As President, Ronald Reagan was un- 
moved by the vagaries of intellectual fash- 
ion. He treasured values that last, values 
that endure. And I speak of patriotism and 
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civility and generosity and kindness, values 
etched in the American character. Once 
asked who he admired most in history, he 
simply responded, “The man from Galilee.” 

Mr. President, your faith is what is true 
and good, and that helped reaffirm our 
faith in the United States of America. 
Ronald Reagan believes in returning power 
to the people, and so he helped the private 
sector create more than 16 million jobs. He 
sought to enlarge opportunity, not Govern- 
ment. So, he lowered taxes and spending 
and cut inflation and helped create the 
longest peacetime boom in American histo- 
ry. 

How ironic that the oldest President of 
the United States would prove as young as 
the American spirit. Here, as in Washing- 
ton—{applause|—here, as in Washington, he 
was aided by the true love of his life. As 
First Lady, Nancy championed the Foster 
Grandparents Program, heightened breast 
cancer awareness. She refurbished the 
White House with the dignity that is her 
legacy. She sure left us a nice, cozy place to 
live, I might say. [Laughter] And to the 
scourge of drugs, she urged America’s chil- 
dren to “Just Say No.” And Nancy, for these 
things, and many more, all Americans salute 
you. 

And finally, the President was a global 
prophet. Today, we’ve heard this, but the 
world is safer because he believed that we 
who are free to live our dreams have a duty 
to support those who dream of living free. 

He predicted that communism would 
land in the dustbin of history, and history 
proved him right. And he knew that when 
it comes to national defense, finishing 
second means finishing last. So he practiced 
what he preached, supporting a strong mili- 
tary and pioneering the Strategic Defense 
Initiative. And his vision paid off for every 
American in the sea and sands of the Gulf. 
And America thanks him for that, too. 

Mr. President, history will record the 
1980’s were not only among America’s 
finest hours, they became perhaps democra- 
cy’s finest era. Our friend, the Iron Lady, as 
usual, said it best. I speak of Margaret 
Thatcher, your fellow liegeman of liberty. 
Recently, she spoke of how great leaders 
are summed up in a sentence. Here’s a 
quote: “Ronald Reagan won the cold war 
without firing a shot. He had a little help. 


At least that’s what he tells,me.” [Laughter] 
And looking here at men and women from 
Presidencies of the last three decades, it 
occurs to me that help came largely from 
the American people and you. 

Here’s part of what the historians will say 
of Ronald Reagan: He was the Great Com- 
municator and also the Great Liberator. 
From Normandy to Moscow, from Berlin to 
the Oval Office, no leader since Churchill 
used words so effectively to help freedom 
unchain our world. 

You were prophet and President, and I 
want to thank you for your many, many 
kindnesses to Barbara and to me. You love 
this country. You know America. And you 
have blessed America as few men ever 
have. Now, it is my distinct privilege and 
honor to introduce the 40th President of 
the United States, Ronald Reagan. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in 
Simi Valley, CA. In his remarks, the Presi- 
dent referred to Charlton Heston, actor and 
master of ceremonies; Lodwrick M. Cook, 
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Foundation and Walter 
H. Annenberg, a Foundation Member; Rev- 
erend Donn Moomaw, Senior Pastor of Bel 
Air Presbyterian Church in Bel Air, CA; 
and former British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. Presidents Richard M. Nixon, 
Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald 
Reagan also spoke at the dedication cer- 
mony. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 


Nomination of James R. Lilley To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Defense 


November 4, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James Roderick Lilley to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs at the Depart- 
ment of Defense. He would succeed Henry 
S. Rowen. 

Ambassador Lilley has served as Ambassa- 
dor to the People’s Republic of China, 
1989-1991. Prior to this he was Ambassador 
to the Republic of Korea, 1986-1989. He 
was Deputy Assistant Secretary for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs at the Department 
of State, 1985-1986; and a consultant on 
international security affairs at the Depart- 
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ment of Defense, 1984-1985. Ambassador 
Lilley has also served as Political Coordina- 
tor and Senior East Asian Specialist for the 
National Security Council, 1981; and Na- 
tional Intelligence Officer for China, the 
senior post in the intelligence community 
on Chinese Affairs, 1975-1978. Ambassador 
Lilley has served-in several capacities for 
various American Embassies in East Asia, 
including the Philippines, Cambodia, Laos, 
Thailand, Hong Kong and the People’s Re- 
public of China. He has also served as an 
adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins School 
for Advanced International Studies for 3 
years. 

Ambassador Lilley graduated from Yale 
University (B.A., 1951) and George Wash- 
ington University (M.A., 1972). He was born 
January 15, 1928. He served in the USS. 
Army, 1946-1947, and the U.S. Air Force, 
1951-1954. Ambassador Lilley is married, 
has three children, and resides in Chevy 
Chase, MD. 


Remarks on Presenting the 
Environmental Youth Awards 


November 5, 1991 


Welcome all. And thank you, Bill Reilly, 
for getting all this together. And I’m glad to 
see our in-house environmentalists, CEQ 
Chairman Mike Deland, sitting over here. 
And I also want to thank the EPA regional 
officers and the teachers and the adminis- 
trators, who together make this program 
work. 

And finally, let me especially welcome 
the award winners, America’s young envi- 
ronmentalists, welcome all to the White 
House on this cool, clear, you-can-see-for- 
ever day. And think back to when you start- 
ed your projects. You may have set out to 
make your community a bit cleaner or to 
come up with a way to re-use resources we 
use every day and simply toss in the trash, 
but the example you set shines far beyond 
your school and far beyond your neighbor- 
hood. What you've done tells other kids, 
“You can make a difference.” What you've 
done inspires adults to follow your lead. 
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Let me give you a true example. Two 
years ago at the very same place, same 
awards setting, one winner came up to the 
stage to shake hands, which I hope you all 
will do, and asked me, “Do you recycle at 
the White House?” [Laughter] And I told 
him, “Well, if we don’t already, we do 
now.” [Laughter] That kid’s probably run- 
ning for Congress out there somewhere; he 
was 10 at the time. 


Well, today I am pleased to announce to 
this year’s winners that last week I signed 
an Executive order, effective immediately, 
instructing that all Federal Agencies here in 
Washington and out in our regional offices 
all across this country introduce recycling 
programs. Some of them have them, but 
not all. 


And I also ordered our Agencies to use 
recycled materials wherever possible. So, 
we are serious about recycling. 


Whether it’s recycling waste or reclaim- 
ing a stream or a shoreline or raising the 
overall environmental awareness, each one 
of these winning projects is a marvel to 
your imagination, to your energy, and to 
your ingenuity. No matter how different, 
each one shows how an idea that originates 
in the classroom can have an impact in the 
community. 


I can’t single out all of you, but I hope 
you won’t mind that I just make a special 
mention of our youngest environmentalists, 
who happen also to come from farthest 
away: the second grade classes from Mililani 
Town, Hawaii. I understand Karla—and I 
want to be sure I get this right, is it DeGu- 
chi? Right pronunciation? Good. Karla—I 
didn’t want to get that wrong—has made a 
long trip from Oahu to accept the award 
today for all her classmates. Karla and her 
fellow students started with a slogan, 
“Earth Day, Every Day,” and set up a 
series of projects to show how they could do 
their part to take care of our Earth. And 
they put up bird feeders and turned trash 
to compost and planted trees. 


But they didn’t stop there. They set up a 
school-based recycling drive, and it may 
surprise you to hear what these second 
graders from Hawaii did with the money 
they raised. They used it to “adopt” four 
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acres of endangered rain forest, Guatema- 
lan rain forest, to preserve a small corner of 
nature that they will probably never see. 


Other projects start out as selfless acts 
and, along the way, prove that looking after 
our environment makes good, sound busi- 
ness sense. Take the students from Haw- 
thorne Elementary School in Salt Lake City. 
They set out to clean up a creek running 
through the business district, a creek that 
had literally become a dumping ground. As 
the kids cleaned this creek, they found the 
garbage, all the cans, glass, and bottles 
dumped there, had some value, had some 
real value. And so, they sold it for scrap, 
call it “Trash for Cash,” and used the 
money they made to keep the cleanup 
going. 


Together, they transformed that unsightly 
trash heap into a nature park. And they 
gave it a new name, Hidden Hollow, and 
today it’s a learning center for other stu- 
dents, a kind of outdoor classroom encour- 
aging everyone to be environmentally 
aware. 

You’re here today because of the way you 
look at the world. You look at the sky 
above, the trees, rivers, and streams all 
around and see them for what they are: 
nature’s gift, something precious we must 
preserve and pass on years from now to 
your children. 


And once again, congratulations to all of 
you. And I hope that all Americans, young 
and old, in the Government and back in 
your communities, can join as partners in 
preserving our environment. 


And now, with our able Administrator’s 
help, Bill Reilly’s help, we'll ask you to 
come up on stage to receive your awards. 
And thank you all for being here. 


[At this point the President presented the 
awards. | 


Thank you all very, very much. It’s a 
great day and how inspiring it is to see this 
work. It’s wonderful. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Exchange With Reporters Following a 
Meeting With President Nicephore 
Soglo of Benin 


November 5, 1991 


The President. That’s a very nice personal 
message, but I want to say with the journal- 
ists here that we are so respectful of every- 
thing you are trying to do there and the 
way you're going about it. I know you're 
here for a big honor, what we consider 
quite an honor on your visit here. But I’m 
just so pleased you found time to come by 
here and have a little visit. And so, not only 
thank you for the hospitality to our delega- 
tion, but I congratulate you on what you’re 
doing there and the way in which you're 
going about it. I know it’s not easy, but I 
think you’re setting a great example for 
other countries as well in Africa. 


Economic Growth Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, I hope your guest will 
pardon the interruption, but have you de- 
cided what to do about a growth package 
yet? 

The President. Well, we’ve got one out 
there, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News], that I 
just wish the Congress had acted on long 
ago. And I'll keep reiterating it. But wheth- 
er there will be additional steps, I don’t 
know. If they had taken my five- or six- 
point growth package some time ago, why, 
I think it would have had a stimulatory 
effect. What I don’t want to do is come up 
with a growth package that just further bur- 
dens the American taxpayer. And I’m not 
going to do that. 

And so, some of these suggestions that 
shoot the long-term interest rates right out 
through the roof are simply unacceptable. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. Are you talking about what was in the 
budget, sir, is that correct? 

The President. No, I’m talking about the 
idea of getting broad—— 

Q. ——your own package 

The President. tax cuts without 
regard as to what it does to long-term inter- 
est rates and the budget agreement, yes. 

Q. But your own package is what was in 
the—called for in the budget? 

The President. Oh yes, and what we're 
talking about, about a transportation bill, 
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about IRA’s, about capital gains, about all 
kinds of stimulatory steps that can be taken 
without busting the budget agreement. But 
that’s—you’re getting caught up in domes- 
tic politics now. [Laughter] But, if you'll 
excuse me—— 


Food Aid to the Soviet Union 


Q. It looks like you’re going to have a 
meeting in there 


The President. You're a little premature 
there, Jessica [Jessica Lee, USA Today], be- 
cause we’re going to be discussing that. We 
don’t want anybody to starve. The United 
States has always tried to be of assistance 
when people are really, truly hurting. But 
there’s certainly some constraints on what 
the United States can do right now because 
of our own budget problems. And so, we'll 
just have to wait and see what develops 
there. 


Q. Will they have sufficient credit when 
they said today—they made the announce- 
ment today that they don’t have enough 
money to last the month. 


The President. Well, that’s a matter that 
technical people have to look at. And it is 
highly technical because it relates not just 
to the current state of play in the Soviet 
Union but to the credit of all the central 
banks, the so-called “V banks.” 


Q. “V banks”? 


Q. Will there be some announcements 
today, Mr. President? 


The President. Will I, on this question? 
Q. Yes. 


The President. | don’t know. I would not 
think there would be any announcements 
today. I’m getting my signals from General 
Scowcroft who’s just said a very quiet nod 
of his head. [Laughter] So he knows what’s 
going to come out of the meeting, and I’m 
not sure I do. 


Pennsylvania Senatorial Election 
Q. Mr. President, why is the Thornburgh 
race so close? What’s happened there? 


The President. How do you know it is, 
Rita [Rita Beamish, Associated Press]? I 
mean, I don’t know how close one way or 
another. I just don’t know. 
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Q. The polls show that Wofford steadily 
closed that gap to the point where it’s neck- 
and-neck, and Thornburgh was so far 
ahead. 

The President. We'll have to wait and see 
how the results go. Obviously, we’re very 
strongly for Dick Thornburgh, and we'll 
see. But the negative campaign that was 
run against him based on trying to blame 
him for problems that he had, over which 
he had no control, maybe that’s a harbinger 
of things to come. 


Note: The exchange began at 1:40 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
President Nicephore Soglo of Benin 


November 5, 1991 


The President met for 20 minutes today 
in the Oval Office with President Nice- 
phore Soglo of Benin. President Soglo is on 
a private visit to the United States. He will 
receive the African American Institute’s 
annual Arthur Houghton Award at the 
United Nations in New York on November 
7. The President expressed his admiration 
and respect for President Soglo as a cham- 
pion of democracy in Africa and congratu- 
lated him on his award. He praised Benin’s 
transition to democracy as a model for 
other African countries. The two leaders 
discussed ways in which the United States 
could support Benin’s policy of encouraging 
private sector growth and the privatization 
of state-owned companies. The President 
told President Soglo that the United States 
was looking forward to working with him 
and said he was pleased that we had an- 
nounced a $57 million grant for primary 
education in Benin. 
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Proclamation 6369—National Hospice 
Month, 1991 and 1992 


November 5, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Dedicated to serving terminally ill per- 
sons and their families, hospice programs 
have become an important part of our Na- 
tion’s health care system. This month, we 
gratefully salute the many outstanding pro- 
fessionals and volunteers who provide hos- 
pice care. 

By offering a positive and supportive en- 
vironment, as well as high quality medical 
care, hospice programs enable terminally ill 
persons to live peacefully and comfortably 
in their final days. In so doing, these facili- 
ties and services not only reaffirm the in- 
herent dignity and worth of every individ- 
ual but also demonstrate reverence for 
human life in all its stages. Relying on the 
combined knowledge, skills, and compassion 
of a full team of professionals and volun- 
teers—including physicians, nurses, counsel- 
ors, therapists, and members of the clergy— 
hospice programs also help patients’ fami- 
lies to cope with their bereavement. 

As hospice personnel well know, caring 
for terminally ill persons can be physically 
and emotionally exhausting. Fortunately, 
the establishment of a permanent Medicare 
hospice benefit and an optional Medicaid 
hospice benefit has made it possible for 
more Americans to obtain needed medical 
and support services. In addition, con- 
cerned individuals and agencies in both the 
public and private sectors have maintained 
strong working relationships in the interest 
of hospice care benefits. 

In recognition of the importance of hos- 
pice programs and in honor of the many 
dedicated professionals and volunteers who 
care for terminally ill persons, the Congress, 
by Public Law 102-121, has designated No- 
vember 1991 and November 1992 as “Na- 
tional Hospice Month” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of these months. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1991 and No- 
vember 1992 as National Hospice Month. I 


encourage all Americans, as well as govern- 
ment officials and health care providers, to 
observe these months with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

in Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:41 p.m., November 5, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 7. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report on Federal Regulatory Policy 


November 5, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 


This annual Regulatory Program of the 
United States Government, created pursu- 
ant to Executive Order No. 12498, sets 
forth my Administration’s regulatory poli- 
cies, goals, and objectives for the coming 
year. This Regulatory Program, containing 
submissions of the most significant regula- 
tory activities planned for the year, in- 
creases agency accountability for regulatory 
actions, facilitates coordinated Federal regu- 
latory policy, helps reduce unjustifiable reg- 
ulatory burdens, and provides the public 
and the Congress with better access to the 
regulatory plans of the executive branch. 

Federal regulations to implement the 
laws that protect Americans’ health and 
safety, environment, and economic system 
are crucial to the public welfare. But these 
regulations must be efficient and cost effec- 
tive. We cannot afford for them to be other- 
wise. 

Americans spend billions of hours and bil- 
lions of dollars each year dealing with Fed- 
eral regulations and paperwork. With over 
100 agencies implementing thousands of 
regulations, the Federal Government affects 
nearly every facet of American life. Al- 
though intended to benefit and protect the 
American public, Government regulations 
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may—through faulty design or clumsy im- 
plementation—have an opposite, even 
harmful, effect. When Federal regulations 
impose costs that exceed benefits, taxpay- 
ers, consumers, and businesses alike are ad- 
versely affected—paying both higher prices 
and higher taxes. 

That is why we are committed to regula- 
tory reform and paperwork reduction. This 
Nation must devote its maximum energies 
and capital to growth and prosperity, con- 
sistent with protection of health and safety 
and the environment. 

To reduce unnecessary regulatory bur- 
dens, I have asked the Council on Competi- 
tiveness, chaired by Vice President Quayle, 
in conjunction with the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget’s Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, to ensure agency 
adherence to the cost-benefit principles and 
the regulatory review process outlined in 
Executive Order No. 12291. At a recent 
meeting of the Council, the Vice President 
reaffirmed the Administration’s commit- 
ment to remove excessive regulatory bur- 
dens, and regulatory agencies renewed 
their commitment, consistent with law, to 
reduce the amount of regulation and ensure 
that rules clearly maximize benefits and 
minimize costs. 

By assuring implementation of the basic 
principles set forth in Executive Order No. 
12291, I believe this country can achieve a 
more rational, more reasonable regulatory 
policy that both protects health and safety 
and the environment and benefits Ameri- 
can consumers as well as our global com- 
petitiveness. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 5, 1991. 


Statement on the Confirmation of 
Robert M. Gates as Director of Central 
Intelligence 


November 5, 1991 


Today’s vote is a confirmation that Bob 
Gates has the professional expertise and ex- 
perience to lead our intelligence communi- 
ty during these changing times. I look for- 
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ward to Bob undertaking his duties quickly 
as Director of Central Intelligence and 
guiding our intelligence community during 
this historic era. He is a true professional of 
great integrity who will bring a wealth of 
experience and dedication to a most chal- 
lenging task. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Postponement of the President’s 
Visit to Pacific Nations 


November 5, 1991 


The President has decided to postpone 
his planned visit to Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, Singapore, and Australia. The Presi- 
dent regrets this decision, but believes that 
uncertainty over the Congressional calendar 
requires this change. The administration 
will seek to identify a new schedule for the 
visits through diplomatic channels. 


The President’s News Conference 
November 6, 1991 


Confirmation of Robert Gates 


The President. Good morning, everybody. 
I’ve got a little statement here, and then I'll 
be glad to take a few questions on this 
chilly morning. 

First, I am just delighted about the Gates 
nomination. And I want to commend the 
Senate for approving him to be the Direc- 
tor of Central Intelligence. He is a good 
man, and he has outstanding credentials. 
And he served the country well. He’s been 
at my right hand on all the big decisions 
we've had to make about war and peace. 
And I know he is going to be at CIA an 
outstanding Director, serving with distinc- 
tion. 

I think yesterday’s vote brings a certain 
high degree of professionalism, dedicated 
leadership to an agency that will be under- 
going significant change in the world in the 
years ahead. And, in my view, the Senate 
did the right thing. The agency could not 
be in more capable hands. 
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1991 Elections 


There are four other votes that deserve 
comment. Yesterday, the voters of Pennsyl- 
vania selected Senator Wofford to be the 
Senator. And Dick Thornburgh, who served 
the country as Attorney General, ran a 
strong campaign, a dignified campaign. He 
and Ginny have worked long and hard for 
the State of Pennsylvania and for our coun- 
try. They’re wonderful people, and I know 
it must hurt to lose, having been there 
myself, but I know that Dick has a brilliant 
career ahead of him. 

We're very pleased. There was a lot of 
good news for the Republicans. We elected 
a Governor in Mississippi, the first Republi- 
can Governor in this century, a good man, 
Kirk Fordice. He has pointed the way to 
change in the South. We believe more and 
more Republicans will be elected in South- 
ern elections. So, that is very good. Similar- 
ly, in the State of New Jersey, it was a 
blowout. We had a huge swing to Republi- 
cans in both the House and the Senate. And 
in Virginia, right here across the river, the 
Republicans picked up eight seats in the 


Senate and now constitute a very, very 
strong voice in that State’s political author- 
ity. Both of these elections bode well for 
Republican ideas and values. 


Upcoming European Trip 


Let me comment on the trip. NATO and 
the American presence in Europe have 
helped keep the peace for over 40 years, 
and now I am going to be meeting with the 
NATO leaders in Rome to talk about the 
challenges of security in the post-cold war 
world and the opportunity for partnership 
with former adversaries. I view this as a 
very important part of the responsibilities 
of the President, working for peace around 
the world. 

At The Hague, that is more economic be- 
cause we'll be talking about our growing 
cooperation in helping the democratic 
transformations in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union and the ways of expanding 
free and fair trade all around the world, 
something that is going to generate a lot of 
new business opportunities for American 
farmers particularly, but manufacturers and 
service industries as well. For example, just 
to put this in perspective, we will do more 
than $200-billion worth of trade this year 


with the EC nations, and every billion dol- 
lars worth of manufactured exports means 
20,000 jobs here in the United States. 


Domestic Issues 


The best thing for American agriculture, 
incidentally, is to have a successful conclu- 
sion to the GATT talks, to the Uruguay 
round. The American farmer can compete 
with anybody, but he’s got to have free and 
fair access to the markets of Europe. And 
that is a lot of what we’ll be talking about 
when we meet with the EC leaders in The 
Hague. 

On the domestic scene, I hate going away 
with Congress still in session. Heaven knows 
what will happen, but there is a chance 
now to pass a growth package which I’ve 
been advocating for about 2 years now, 
while the American people are demanding 
action. Haven’t seen anything coming out 
of Congress yet that I can accept, but I am 
not going to give up on that. Fortunately, 
we're very serious about getting this econo- 
my growing, and we do have strong sup- 
port, I think, on both sides now for some 
sensible ideas on growth. 

I might say that listening to some, I will 
just respond this way: We’ve learned the 
awful price of isolationism—back on what 
I’m trying to do abroad here—and we’ve 
learned that protectionism and trade isola- 
tion hastened the worst economic depression 
in modern history. So, we’re going to be 
proving that we learned those lessons well, 
and we are going to be, at the same time— 
we've got 2 days more of legislative action 
this week here, and I want to see them 
move forward on this unemployment com- 
pensation, doing it in a way where the tiny 
percent that we desperately want to help 
get helped, but we don’t burden the 95 
percent or whatever it is that are paying 
taxes. I don’t want to do this by breaking 
the budget agreement in terms of getting 
the checks to the people whose benefits 
have run out. So we’ve got to get going on 
that one as well. 

That is about it. There are some other 
subjects, but I’m glad to take a few ques- 
tions. 


Postponement of Far East Trip 


Q. Mr. President, there is a feeling that 
it’s panic time at the White House, and that 
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you can’t—it’s panic time, that you have 
cancelled your Asian tour because you are 
afraid of the voters, the people getting 
more and more resentful of your foreign 
travels and having no real solution to the 
problems of joblessness and so forth. What 
is your response? 

The President. My response is, that’s 
crazy. I'll be honest with you, I had thought 
when this trip was scheduled for the end of 
November that definitely the Congress 
would be out of session. The Congress had 
announced a target date; I think it was for 
November 4th or November 2d. We’ve 
passed that date. It’s not surprising. But, 
nevertheless, that was the date that was an- 
nounced at the time this trip was set. But I 
think it is prudent, to use an overworked 
word, to be around here when the Congress 
is still in session and especially when you 
get down to that year-end crunch where a 
lot of crazy things can happen. 

So, I didn’t want to take a chance. This 
trip has been postponed, not cancelled. It 
does have some very important aspects, 
particularly the Japanese leg, as affects jobs 
for America. But that is the reason, Helen 
[Helen Thomas, United Press International]. 

But I can understand the political 
charges. It was a political day yesterday, 
and we did very, very well. So, tomorrow 
they'll have another political charge. 


1991 Elections 


Q. Well, Mr. President, why shouldn’t 
people think that you are running scared 
when the number of people who say they'll 
vote for you for reelection has dropped pre- 
ciptiously, when you've cancelled the trip 
now and your man in Pennsylvania lost 
badly? Why shouldn’t people think that 
you're running scared? 

The President. Because our man in Missis- 
sippi won big. New Jersey won tremendous. 
Blew them away in Virginia. And so please 
just don’t look at part of the glass, the part 
that is only less than half-full. I am de- 
pressed over the Thornburgh race because 
he’s such a good man, but you look at the 
overall record and what I stand for and 
what our party stands for: Had a very good 
day, thank you. But, look, we’re in the polit- 
ical season. These guys are going to be 
making all these charges. I’ve told you I 
don’t live and die by the polls. Thus, I will 
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refrain from pointing out that we’re not 
doing too bad in those polls. What matters 
is the people that are hurting. And let’s try 
to solve the problems for the American 
people. 

But we'll get these charges. I mean, any- 
thing you do in this job, I’ve learned, you 
take on a little water, get a few hits. If 
things are going well, why you know, 
people are smiling and cheering, and when 
they’re not, you’ve got to redouble your ef- 
forts to help people. So, I don’t worry about 
the criticism, and I’ve told you before, I do 
not live and die by these polls that go up 
and down. Having said that, I’ve seen these 
head-on-heads, and I feel pretty good about 
it. But that is—I don’t want to start crowing 
about something when the election is a year 
away. I'll be facing a tough fight. All these 
people that are candidates are tough, and 
nobody is going to be taking anything for 
granted. 

Yeah, Rita [Rita Beamish, Associated 
Press]? 


Postponement of Far East Trip 


Q. You campaigned very vigorously, 
though, for your man in Pennsylvania, 
Thornburgh, and it wasn’t even close. I 
mean, he lost. For a guy who went in with 
more than a 40-point lead, he lost by some- 
thing like 10 percentage points. Did you 
know; did your advisers see that coming 
yesterday before you cancelled your trip? 
When did you cancel your trip, and also 
what are the voters—— 

The President. The trip had nothing to do 
with the election in Pennsylvania. Please, 
Rita. 

Q. Okay. Did you decide to cancel your 
trip before yesterday? 

The President. 1 talked about it because 
I’ve been worried. I talked to Bob Michel 
on the trip to California, and I said, “Are 
you definitely going to adjourn on the 
22d”? And he told me, I hope I’m not talk- 
ing out of school, “Well, I talked to the 
Speaker, and he hopes to be out on the 22d. 
But for the first time he indicated we might 
not be out on the 22d.” This from the Con- 
gress that said they were going to be ad- 
journed on November 2d or November 4th. 
And I simply think at the end of a congres- 
sional session, it is important to be there. 
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All kinds of crazy things can happen with 
this crowd that controls the Senate and 
House, and I'd like to be there to protect 
the American taxpayer and to help the 
American worker. So, it was in that time- 
frame that I got to thinking, “Hey, we’d 
better . . .”—but it had nothing to do with 
the Pennsylvania election, nor the great vic- 
tories in New Jersey, in Mississippi, and in 
Virginia. 

Pennsylvania Senatorial Election 


Q. Mr. President, when you saw what the 
issues were in Pennsylvania, what do you 
think the voters there were saying about 
Washington, about the status quo? 

The President. 1 just take Senator Wof- 
ford at his word, that there is a message 
here for the administration and a message 
here for the United States Congress. And I 
think people—when the economy is slow, 
people are concerned. They’re hurting out 
there; they’re concerned about their liveli- 
hood. He got a big hand for saying he wants 
to help on those whose benefits have run 
out. So do I. We’ve got proposals up there. 
We could have had those checks in the mail 
literally weeks ago. But I must protect, try 
to protect the taxpayers in this country who 
don’t need another tax increase. A lot of the 
message in all these elections, I think, had 
to do with taxes. 

But I accept Senator Wofford—he ran a 
good campaign—accept his explanation that 
there is a message for the White House, and 
then I notice he said for the Congress, a 
Congress that is controlled in both Houses 
by the Democratic Party. So listen, as far as 
I’m concerned, we'll go the extra mile, and 
we'll try even harder. But I will try to do it 
the way I was elected to do it. 

Yeah? 

Q. Mr. President, one of the potent issues 
for Senator Wofford was health care. What 
message do you take from that develop- 
ment in Pennsylvania? 

The President. Well, I listen to the mes- 
sage from all these people: Governors, Sen- 
ators, legislatures. And one of the loud mes- 
sages was: Don’t raise taxes. One of the 
messages in Pennsylvania: Try to help 
people with health care. So you’ve got to 
balance these two. And we are working, as 
you know, on the health care issue. And 
stay tuned because when we get prepared, 


why, we will be coming forth with some- 
thing I think is constructive. But you cannot 
listen to just part of the message. You’ve got 
to listen to the whole message. And most of 
the American people at the State level and 
the gubernatorial level are saying, “Hey, 
please don’t hit us again on taxes. Please 
don’t raise our taxes for whatever cause.” 
The best evidence of that one, check it out, 
is New Jersey, where they just blew the 
Democrats away. 


Louisiana Gubernatorial Election 


Q. Are you going to urge voters in Louisi- 
ana to vote against David Duke? 

The President. Yes, strongly. We had a 
great victory in Mississippi yesterday. And 
Kirk Fordice won a good clean race on fun- 
damental issues. And it is truly unfortunate 
that the State next door in Louisiana—and 
they vote next week for Governor—do not 
have the choice between two good men. 
We differ with Senator Wofford, but I think 
the Pennsylvanians had a choice between 
two decent, good men. 

And I’ve got to be careful because I do 
not want to tell the voters of Louisiana how 
to cast their ballots next week. That is a 
right that we all cherish. It’s a personal 
right. And so they’ve got to make their own 
decisions. 

But when someone asserts that the Holo- 
caust never took place, then I don’t believe 
that person ever deserves one iota of public 
trust. And when someone has so recently 
endorsed nazism, it is inconceivable that 
such a person can legitimately aspire to 
leadership—in a leadership role in a free 
society. And when someone has a long 
record, an ugly record, of racism and of 
bigotry, that record simply cannot be 
erased by the glib rhetoric of a political 
campaign. 

So, I believe that David Duke is an insin- 
cere charlatan. I believe he is attempting to 
hoodwink the voters of Louisiana, and I be- 
lieve that he should be rejected for what he 
is and what he stands for. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, the economy, sir, has 
been reported as rather weak in retail sales 
and consumer confidence. Are ycu con- 
cerned that consumers are not responding 
to the interest rate cuts that the Federal 
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Reserve has put through and that the econ- 
omy isn’t coming back, that maybe it’s slid- 
ing into recession? 

The President. No, I'm not worried about 
it sliding into recession. I am worried about 
consumer confidence because I think when 
you look at historically low interest rates, a 
lot of people will suddenly wake up and 
say, “This is a good time to buy a home, a 
good time to buy a car.” But I worry about 
it. Of course I do. I worry about it when 
people are hurting, or think that they’re 
hurting, or worried about the future; you 
know, this right-track, wrong-track argu- 
ment. Yes, I worry about that. But I think 
we've got good programs. If the Congress 
would move, that would help, not solve it 
all but would help. And I’ve put forward 
initiatives for growth that I keep talking 
about, have been in the State of the Union 
messages, will continue to talk about until 
we get action that doesn’t hurt the econo- 
my. 
There is kind of a panic, kind of a frenzy 
amongst some legislators who don’t want to 
get home because they heard the message 
yesterday loud and clear from the voters. 
And that message, the frenzy has to do 
with, “Well, .we’d better do something.” 
We'd better look busy. We’d better accom- 
plish something.” But the “something,” 
they’d better be careful what it is because 
the American people do not want to have a 
higher tax burden. And many of these pro- 
posals would do just that, and they also 
don’t want to pay higher interest rates. You 
notice when some of the proposals were 
floated last week, long-term rates shot right 
through the roof because the market was 
saying, “Wait a minute. We don’t want to 
bust this budget agreement.” That is the 
only safety the taxpayer has, and we don’t 
want to see ourselves get into some spiral of 
inflation again. 

So, it’s not an easy problem, but do I 
worry about it when people lack confi- 
dence? Of course I do. And I want to try to 
find ways to help because people are hurt- 
ing. But some of it is—I think you put your 
finger on it—there ought to be, in my view, 
given the economic place where we stand 
now, more confidence. I’m not trying to say 
everything is rosy, but I am saying interest 
rates are down. There is a good chance to 
do something now in the way of housing or 
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on cars or on whatever that we haven’t had 
before. And so I think it will come around, 
but, of course, I worry about it. 

Q. Are you going to offer any kind of -—— 


Reduced Defense Spending 


Q. What about a peace dividend? Why 
not use the peace dividend, the reduction 
in the military budget? 

The President. Well, we’re reducing the 
military budget, and all I want to do is be 
sure that it is reduced in a way where I can 
go to the American people, my foremost 
responsibility in my mind, and say, “I can 
guarantee you that the national security is 
where it should be.” Reckless cuts, no; cuts, 
yes. And Dick Cheney is working with the 
Congress on this, and I think we'll have a 
good program. And I think it will be at 
lower levels of spending. We’ve already 
made some substantial cuts in it. So, yes, I 
don’t think anything should be exempt, 
Helen. 


Economic Growth Legislation 


Q. Are you going to come up with your 
own package for growth, tying things to- 
gether, something new? 

The President. Well, 1 think I already 
have a good growth package, but I am pre- 
pared to work with Congress to come up 
with something new. The trouble is, when 
both Houses of Congress are controlled by 
people who look at these issues differently, 
it is difficult to get the people’s business 
done. The people do not want to bust the 
budget agreement; in other words, have 
more Government spending. They do not 
want higher taxes, and yet they are inter- 
ested in health care and in a growth pack- 
age and all of that. So, it is a delicate situa- 
tion, but we will continue to work with it. I 
talked to the leaders before leaving here, 
and let’s hope something can get done. 


Foreign Travel T-Shirt 


Q. What did you think of the Democrat’s 
T-shirt about all your foreign travel? 

The President. 1 haven’t got one yet. 
Haven’t got one yet. I don’t worry about 
that. 


Term Limitations for Congress 
Q. How about the term limit vote, sir? 
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The President. Mixed reviews on that. 
Yes, they lost in Washington and won, I 
gather, in Texas and some other places. So I 
haven't really analyzed it yet. I’m for it. 

Okay, thank you all. 

Q. You're for term limits? 

The President. You got it, Helen. 


Note: The President’s 109th news conference 
began at 6:49 a.m., prior to his departure 
for the NATO summit in Rome. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Extinguishing of the Last of 
Kuwait’s Burning Oil Wells 


November 6, 1991 


Today we celebrate with the people and 
the Government of Kuwait as they com- 
plete a major step along the road to recov- 
ery. The extinguishing of the last of Ku- 
wait’s burning oil wells represents a re- 
markable achievement. In less than 9 
months, a unique international coalition 
capped nearly 700 wells, reversing Sad- 
dam’s cruel efforts to achieve with sabotage 
what he could not do with his military: The 
destruction of Iraq’s peaceful neighbor and 
the fouling of an entire region in an act of 
mass ecological terrorism. 

Upon the liberation of Kuwait last March, 
the President directed U.S. agencies to 
come to Kuwait’s assistance in tackling the 
disaster perpetrated by Saddam’s retreating 
army, Seven hundred and fifty-two of the 


country’s 1,037 oil wells had been damaged, 


and 610 were burning. Working closely 
with the Government of Kuwait, the United 
States lent vital support in engineering, 
transport, and other areas, support which 
was critical to the success in extinguishing 
the blazing wells. We are delighted to have 
been partners in every phase of the fire- 
fighting effort. We are particularly proud 
that three of the first four teams on the 
ground in March were American. It was 
these teams that laid the groundwork for 
the success that followed. American teams 
capped over half of the damaged wells in 
the effort that grew eventually to include 
firefighters from 28 countries. 


We share Kuwait’s joy and salute the 
brave men and women who met this histor- 
ic challenge. We support Kuwait’s demand 
for just compensation by Iraq for these and 
other war-related damages, and we remain 
determined to stand with Kuwait and 
others against Saddam and his policies. 


Exchange With Reporters Following a 
Meeting with Prime Minister Major of 
the United Kingdom in Rome, Italy 


November 7, 1991 


The President. This was erroneously 
billed as a press availability when it is but a 
photo op. So, fire away on the photos. 

Q. ——meeting? 

Q. What did you discuss? 


NATO 


Q. Do you expect any conflict between 
the European defense identity and the 
American role in NATO at this meeting? 

The President. 1 think that will all be 
smooth. Don’t you, Prime Minister? 

The Prime Minister. Absolutely. 

The President. Really. 

The Prime Minister. We're all here to 
reinforce NATO. 

Q. But, I mean, can you really square the 
Americans keeping a dominant role when 
they’re cutting back their forces in Europe 
for understandable reasons? 

The President. We have a sufficient force 
to take care of our obligation and our own 
national security interests, and one of those 
fundamental national security interests is a 
vigorous participation in NATO. It is in the 
interest of the United States to do this, as 
well as in the interest of the alliance. So, 
that’s the way I would handle that one. And 
I think our—I’m just going to not leave 
here until every single member of NATO 
understands that. But I think they all do; 
don’t you, Prime Minister? 

The Prime Minister. | don’t think there’s 
any doubt about it. Nowhere in Europe is 
there any wish to see any damage done to 
NATO, and everywhere in Europe is there 
a total understanding that NATO’s been the 
guarantor of our security for 40-odd years. 
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That’s how it’s been, and that’s how it will 
stay. 

Q. I thought that the Germans wanted to 
make the decisions more themselves. 

The Prime Minister. The position in 
Europe is that the Europeans feel they have 
to take the greater share of the overall 
burden. They all agree to that. It’s the over- 
all burden within the NATO structure. 

[At this point the President’s helicopter 
approached. | 

The President. Here’s our man circling, 
making it difficult for everybody. But thank 
you all very much. 

The Prime Minister. Thanks very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 8:04 a.m. at 
the U.S. Ambassador’s residence, the Villa 
Taverna. A tape was not available for veri- 
fication of the content of this exchange. 


Declaration on the Soviet Union by the 
Heads of State and Government 
Participating in the Meeting of the 


North Atlantic Council in Rome 
November 8, 1991 


1. We, the Heads of State and Govern- 
ment of the member countries of the North 
Atlantic Alliance, warmly welcome the his- 
toric events that are fundamentally trans- 
forming the Soviet Union as we have 
known it and the relationships among the 
republics. By their resolute and courageous 
stand against the illegal coup of 19th 
August, the men and women of the Soviet 
Union have affirmed their determination to 
build a new future based upon democracy, 
human rights, the rule of law, and economic 
liberty. The nations of the Atlantic Alliance 
pledge themselves to assist in this great en- 
deavour. We are prepared to build our rela- 
tionships with the Soviet Union and the re- 
publics on the basis of the following funda- 
mental principles that have guided our own 
policies and practices for decades. 

2. It is for the peoples of the Soviet Union 
to decide their future relationship through 
peaceful and democratic means. At the 
same time, we encourage them to progress 
towards a common ground of cooperation, 
both among themselves and with us. In this 


1598 


process, there is no place for threats, intimi- 
dation, coercion or violence. Authorities at 
all levels should respect international norms 
and international obligations, especially 
those embodied in the Helsinki Final Act, 
the Charter of Paris, and other CSCE docu- 
ments. Consistent with these commitments, 
government must be based on democracy 
through free and fair elections, and on the 
rule of law. Inalienable human rights must 
be guaranteed, including full respect for the 
individual and protection of the rights of 
persons belonging to minorities. 

3. In a period of dramatic political 
change, it is important also to the develop- 
ment of our relations that leaders of the 
Soviet Union and the republics implement 
policies that contribute to international 
peace and security. In this respect, it is crit- 
ical that the Soviet Union and the republics 
take all necessary actions to ensure that 
international agreements signed by the 
USSR, especially the START Treaty, the 
CFE Treaty, the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
and the Biological Weapons Convention are 
respected, ratified, and implemented. We 
call upon all authorities to refrain from any 
steps that could lead to proliferation of nu- 
clear weapons or other means of mass de- 
struction. We therefore welcome the inten- 
tion of the Soviet leadership to ensure the 
safe, responsible and reliable control of 
these weapons under a single authority. 
This matter affects the security interests of 
the entire Atlantic Alliance, as well as those 
of the international community as a whole. 
The Soviet and republic governments 
should adopt firm measures to prevent the 
export of nuclear or other potentially desta- 
bilising military technologies. We urge re- 
straint in the development of conventional 
military forces that by their size and charac- 
ter could exacerbate political tensions, 
retard market economic reform, and con- 
tradict efforts toward lower and more stable 
levels of forces as embodied in the CFE 
Treaty. Because it reduces the dangers of 
instability and enhances openness, the CFE 
Treaty is in everyone’s interest, including 
those of the Soviet Union and the republics. 

4. The Allies are firmly convinced that 
political change should be accompanied by 
economic liberty and the building of 
market economies. We support the devel- 
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opment of economic policies that promote 
trade and economic cooperation among re- 
publics in the interest of growth and stabili- 
ty. In this context, it is essential that all the 
republics assume their appropriate responsi- 
bilities vis-a-vis Soviet international obliga- 
tions, which would facilitate integration of 
the Union and the republics into the world 
economy. Newly established links with the 
international financial institutions should fa- 
cilitate rapid reform towards the develop- 
ment of a market economy as the basis for 
economic recovery and prosperity for the 
Union and the republics. The Allies stand 
ready to assit in this historic undertaking, 
including through technical assistance in 
key sectors. In addition, we are providing 
humanitarian support to the Soviet peoples 
as they cope with the political and econom- 
ic crisis that confront them. We consider 
such assistance a vital contribution to the 
future security of Europe and of the world 
as a whole. 

5. We hope that leaders and authorities at 
all levels throughout the Union and the re- 
publics will demonstrate their commitment 
to the values and principles we have reaf- 
firmed in this statement. 

6. The North Atlantic Council will contin- 
ue to consult actively on developments in 
the Soviet Union, with a view to harmonis- 
ing our approach towards unfolding events. 


Note: The declaration was not issued as a 
White House Press release. 


Declaration on Peace and Cooperation 
of the Heads of State and Government 
Participating in the Meeting of the 
North Atlantic Council in Rome 


November 8, 1991 


1. We, the Heads of State and Govern- 
ment of the member countries of the North 
Atlantic Alliance, have gathered in Rome to 
open a new chapter in the history of our 
Alliance. The far-reaching decisions we 
have taken here mark an important stage in 
the transformation of NATO that we 
launched in London last year. 

2. The world has changed dramatically. 
The Alliance has made an essential contri- 


bution. The peoples of North America and 
the whole of Europe can now join in a com- 
munity of shared values based on freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of 
law. As an agent of change, a source of 
stability and the indispensable guarantor of 
its members’ security, our Alliance will con- 
tinue to play a key role in building a new, 
lasting order of peace in Europe: a Europe 
of cooperation and prosperity. 


A New Security Architecture 


3. The challenges we will face in this new 
Europe cannot be comprehensively ad- 
dressed by one institution alone, but only in 
a framework of interlocking institutions 
tying together the countries of Europe and 
North America. Consequently, we are work- 
ing toward a new European security archi- 
tecture in which NATO, the CSCE, the Eu- 
ropean Community, the WEU and the 
Council of Europe complement each other. 
Regional frameworks of cooperation will 
also be important. This interaction will be 
of the greatest significance in preventing 
instability and divisions that could result 
from various causes, such as economic dis- 
parities and violent nationalism. 


The Future Role of the Alliance: Our New 
Strategic Concept 


4. Yesterday, we published our new Stra- 
tegic Concept. Our security has substantial- 
ly improved: we no longer face the old 
threat of a massive attack. However, pru- 
dence requires us to maintain an overall 
strategic balance and to remain ready to 
meet any potential risks to our security 
which may arise from instability or tension. 
In an environment of uncertainty and un- 
predictable challenges, our Alliance, which 
provides the essential transatlantic link as 
demonstrated by the significant presence of 
North American forces in Europe, retains 
its enduring value. Our new strategic con- 
cept reaffirms NATO’s core functions and 
allows us, within the radically changed situ- 
ation in Europe, to realise in full our broad 
approach to stability and security encom- 
passing, political, economic, social, and envi- 
ronmental aspects, along with the indispen- 
sable defence dimension. Never has the op- 
portunity to achieve our Alliance’s objec- 
tives by political means, in keeping with 
Articles 2 and 4 of the Washington Treaty, 
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been greater. Consequently, our security 
policy can now be based on three mutually 
reinforcing elements: dialogue; cooperation; 
and the maintenance of a collective defence 
capability. The use, as appropriate, of these 
elements will be particularly important to 
prevent or manage crises affecting our se- 
curity. 

5. The military dimension of our Alliance 
remains an essential factor; but what is new 
is that, more than ever, it will serve a broad 
concept of security. The Alliance will main- 
tain its purely defensive purpose, its collec- 
tive arrangements based on an integrated 
military structure as well as cooperation 
and coordination agreements, and for the 
foreseeable future an appropriate mix of 
conventional and nuclear forces. Our mili- 
tary forces will adjust to their new tasks, 
becoming smaller and more flexible. Thus, 
our conventional forces will be substantially 
reduced as will, in many cases, their readi- 
ness. They will also be given increased mo- 
bility to enable them to react to a wide 
range of contingencies, and will be organ- 
ised for flexible build-up, when necessary, 
for crisis management as well as defence. 
Multinational formations will play a greater 
role within the integrated military struc- 
ture. Nuclear forces committed to NATO 
will be greatly reduced: the current NATO 
stockpile of sub-strategic weapons in 
Europe will be cut by roughly 80% in ac- 
cordance with the decisions taken by the 
Nuclear Planning Group in Taormina. The 
fundamental purpose of the nuclear forces 
of the Allies remains political: to preserve 
peace, and prevent war or any kind of coer- 
cion. 


European Security Identity and Defence 
Role 


6. We reaffirm the consensus expressed 
by our Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Co- 
penhagen. The development of a European 
security identity and defence role, reflected 
in the further strengthening of the Euro- 
pean pillar within the Alliance, will rein- 
force the integrity and effectiveness of the 
Atlantic Alliance. The enhancement of the 
role and responsibility of the European 
members is an important basis for the trans- 
formation of the Alliance. These two posi- 
tive processes are mutually reinforcing. We 
are agreed, in parallel with the emergence 
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and development of a European security 
identity and defence role, to enhance the 
essential transatlantic link that the alliance 
guarantees and fully to maintain the strate- 
gic unity and indivisibility of security of all 
our members. The Alliance is the essential 
forum for consultation among its members 
and the venue for agreement on policies 
bearing on the security and defence com- 
mitments of allies under the Washington 
Treaty. Recognizing that it is for the Euro- 
pean allies concerned to decide what ar- 
rangements are needed for the expression 
of a common European foreign and security 
policy and defence role, we further agree 
that, as the two processes advance, we will 
develop practical arrangements to ensure 
the necessary transparency and comple- 
mentarity between the European security 
and defence identity as it emerges in the 
Twelve and the WEU, and the Alliance. 

7. We welcome the spirit in which those 
Allies who are also members of the Twelve 
and the WEU have kept the other members 
of the Alliance informed about the progress 
of their ongoing discussions on the develop- 
ment of the European identity and about 
other issues, such as their peace efforts in 
Yugoslavia. Appropriate links and consulta- 
tion procedures between the Twelve and 
the WEU, and the alliance will be devel- 
oped in order to ensure that the allies that 
are not currently participating in the devel- 
opment of a European identity in foreign 
and security policy and defence should be 
adequately involved in decisions that may 
affect their security. The Alliance’s new 
strategic concept, being an agreed concep- 
tual basis for the forces of all Allies, should 
facilitate the necessary complementarity be- 
tween the Alliance and the emerging de- 
fence component of the European integra- 
tion process. As the transformation of the 
Alliance proceeds, we intend to preserve 
the operational coherence we now have 
and on which our defence depends. We 
welcome the perspective of a reinforce- 
ment of the role of the WEU, both as the 
defence component of the process of Euro- 
pean unification and as a means of strength- 
ening the European pillar of the Alliance, 
bearing in mind the different nature of its 
relations with the Alliance with the Europe- 
an Political Union. 
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8. We note the gradual convergence of 
views in the discussions concerning the de- 
veloping European security identity and de- 
fence role compatible with the common de- 
fence policy we already have in our alli- 
ance. We feel confident that in line with 
the consensus in Copenhagen, the result 
will contribute to a strong new transatlantic 
partnership by strengthening the European 
component in a transformed Alliance. We 
will help move this development forward. 


Relations with the Soviet Union and the 
Other Countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe: A Qualitative Step Forward 


9. We have consistently encouraged the 
development of democracy in the Soviet 
Union and the other countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe. We therefore applaud 
the commitment of these countries to politi- 
cal and economic reform following the re- 
jection of totalitarian communist rule by 
their peoples. We salute the newly recov- 
ered independence of the Baltic States. We 
will support all steps in the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe towards 


reform and will give practical assistance to 


help them succeed in this difficult transi- 
tion. This is based on our conviction that 
our own security is inseparably linked to 
that of all other States in Europe. 

10. The Alliance can aid in fostering a 
sense of security and confidence in these 
countries, thereby strengthening their abili- 
ty to fulfil their CSCE commitments and 
make democratic change irrevocable. Wish- 
ing to enhance its contribution to the emer- 
gence of a Europe whole and free, our Alli- 
ance at its London Summit extended to the 
Central and Eastern European countries 
the hand of friendship and established regu- 
lar diplomatic liaison. Together we signed 
the Paris Joint Declaration. In Copenhagen 
last June, the Alliance took further initia- 
tives to develop partnership with these 
countries. Our extensive programme of 
high level visits, exchanges of views on se- 
curity and other related issues, intensified 
military contacts, and exchanges of exper- 
tise in various fields has demonstrated its 
value and contributed greatly to building a 
new relationship between NATO and these 
countries. This is a dynamic process: the 
growth of democratic institutions through- 
out Central and Eastern Europe and en- 


couraging cooperative experiences, as well 
as the desire of these countries for closer 
ties, now call for our relations to be broad- 
ened, intensified and raised to a qualitative- 
ly new level. 

11. Therefore, as the next step, we intend 
to develop a more institutional relationship 
of consultation and cooperation on political 
and security issues. We invite, at this stage 
of the process, the Foreign Ministers of the 
Republic of Bulgaria, the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic, the Republic of Estonia, 
the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of 
Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Re- 
public of Poland, the Republic of Romania, 
and the Soviet Union to join our Foreign 
Ministers in December 1991 in Brussels to 
issue a joint political declaration to launch 
this new era of partnership and to define 
further the modalities and content of this 
process. In particular, we propose the fol- 
lowing activities: 

—annual meetings with the North Atlan- 
tic Council at Ministerial level in what 
might be called a North Atlantic Coop- 
eration Council; 

—periodic meetings with the North At- 
lantic Council at Ambassadorial level; 

—additional meetings with the North At- 
lantic Council at Ministerial or Ambas- 
sadorial level as circumstances warrant; 

—regular meetings, at intervals to be mu- 
tually agreed, with: 

—NATO subordinate committees, includ- 
ing the Political and Economic Com- 
mittees; 

—the Military Committee and under its 
direction other NATO Military Authori- 
ties. 

This process will contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of the CSCE 
without prejudice to its competence and 
mechanisms. It will be carried out in ac- 
cordance with the core functions of the Alli- 
ance. 

12. Our consultations and cooperation 
will focus on security and related issues 
where Allies can offer their experience and 
expertise, such as defence planning, demo- 
cratic concepts of civilian-military relations, 
civil/military coordination of air traffic 
management, and the conversion of de- 
fence production to civilian purposes. Our 
new initiative will enhance participation of 
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our partners in the “Third Dimension” of 
scientific and environmental programmes of 
our Alliance. It will also allow the widest 
possible dissemination of information about 
NATO in the Central and Eastern Europe- 
an countries, inter alia through diplomatic 
liaison channels and our embassies. We will 
provide the appropriate resources to sup- 
port our liaison activities. 


The Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 


13. We remain deeply committed to 
strengthening the CSCE process, which has 
a vital role to play in promoting stability 
and democracy in Europe in a period of 
historic change. We will intensify our efforts 
to enhance the CSCE’s role, in the first in- 
stance by working with the other participat- 
ing CSCE states to ensure that the Helsinki 
Follow-Up Meeting in 1992 will be another 
major step towards building a new Europe. 
The CSCE has the outstanding advantage of 
being the only forum that brings together 
all countries of Europe and Canada and the 
United States under a common code of 
human rights, fundamental freedoms, de- 
mocracy, rule of law, security, and econom- 
ic liberty. The new CSCE institutions and 
structures, which we proposed at our 
London Summit and which were created at 
the Paris Summit, must be consolidated and 
further developed so as to provide CSCE 
with the means to help ensure full imple- 
mentation of the Helsinki Final Act, the 
Charter of Paris, and other relevant CSCE 
documents and thus permit the CSCE to 
meet the new challenges which Europe will 
have to face. Our consultations within the 
Alliance continue to be a source of initia- 
tives for strengthening the CSCE. 

14. Consequently, we will actively sup- 
port the development of the CSCE to en- 
hance its capacity as the organ for consulta- 
tion and cooperation among all participat- 
ing States, capable of effective action in line 
with its new and increased responsibilities, 
in particular on the questions of human 
rights and security including arms control 
and disarmament, and for effective crisis 
management and peaceful settlement of 
disputes, consistent with international law 
and CSCE principles. To this end, we sug- 
gest: 
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—that the CSCE Council, the central 


forum for political consultations, contin- 
ue to take decisions on questions relat- 
ing to the CSCE and the functions and 
structures of the CSCE institutions; 


—that the Committee of Senior Officials 


serve as the coordination and manage- 
ment body between Council sessions 
and that it acquire a greater operation- 
al capacity and meet more frequently, 
with a view to ensuring the implemen- 
tation of decisions; 


—that the CSCE’s conflict prevention and 


crisis management capabilities be im- 
proved: as one contribution, in addition 
to the functions entrusted to it by the 
Paris Charter, the means available to 
the Conflict Prevention Centre should 
be strengthened and made more flexi- 
ble to enable it to fulfil the specific 
tasks assigned to it by the CSCE Coun- 
cil and the Committee of Senior Offi- 
cials; 


—that specific tasks based on a precise 


mandate by the CSCE Council or the 
Committee of Senior Officials might be 
entrusted to ad hoc groups; 


—that the decisions taken at the Helsinki 


Follow-up Meeting ensure complemen- 
tarity among CSCE activities in the se- 
curity field including, inter alia, conflict 
prevention, arms control and consulta- 
tions on security; 


—that consideration should be given 


within the CSCE to develop further the 
CSCE’s capability to safeguard, through 
peaceful means, human rights, democ- 
racy and the rule of law in cases of 
clear, gross and uncorrected violations 
of relevant CSCE commitments, if nec- 
essary in the absence of the consent of 
the state concerned; 

that the Office for Free Elections be 
transformed into a broadly focused 
Office of Democratic Institutions to 
promote cooperation in the fields of 
human rights, democracy and the rule 
of law; 


—that the monitoring and promotion of 


pregress on human dimension issues be 
continued in the form of periodic meet- 
ings of short duration on clearly de- 
fined issues; 
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—that further political impetus be given 
to economic, scientific and environ- 
mental cooperation so as to promote 
the basis of prosperity for stable, demo- 
cratic development. 


Arms Control 


15. We strongly support President Bush’s 
initiative of 27th September 1991 which has 
opened new prospects for nuclear arms re- 
duction. We also welcome President Gorba- 
chev’s response. We particularly applaud 
the decision of both sides to eliminate their 
nuclear warheads for ground-launched 
short-range weapons systems. The Allies 
concerned, through their consultations, 
have played a central role in President 
Bush’s decision which fulfilled the SNF 
arms control objectives of the London Dec- 
laration. They will continue close consulta- 
tions on the process of the elimination of 
ground-based SNF warheads until its com- 
pletion. We will continue to work for secu- 
rity at minimum levels of nuclear arms suf- 
ficient to preserve peace and stability. We 
look forward to the early ratification of the 
recently signed START agreement. 

16. We note with satisfaction the recent 
achievements in the fields of conventional 
arms control and disarmament. We reiter- 
ate the paramount importance we attach to 
the CFE Treaty and call upon all CFE sig- 
natories to move forward promptly with its 
ratification and implementation. We urge 
our negotiating partners to work with us to 
reach substantial agreements in the CFE IA 
and CSBM negotiations, and remain dedi- 
cated to achieving concrete results by the 
time of the CSCE Helsinki Follow-Up Meet- 
ing. We welcome the resumption of the 
Open Skies negotiations; we look forward to 
agreement on an Open Skies regime by the 
time of the Helsinki Meeting as an impor- 
tant new element in greater openness and 
confidence-building in the military field. 

17. The Helsinki Meeting will mark a 
turning point in the arms control and disar- 
mament process in Europe, now with the 
participation of all CSCE states. This will 
offer a unique opportunity to move this 
process energetically forward. Our goal will 
be to shape a new cooperative order, in 
which no country needs to harbour fears for 
its security, by: 


—strengthening security and stability at 
lower levels of armed forces to the 
extent possible and commensurate with 
individual legitimate security needs 
both inside and outside of Europe; 

—conducting an intensified security dia- 
logue within a permanent framework 
and fostering a new quality of transpar- 
ency and cooperation about armed 
forces and defence policies; and 

—promoting effective mechanisms and 
instruments for conflict prevention. 

18. The proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and of their means of delivery 
undermines international security. Transfers 
of conventional armaments beyond legiti- 
mate defensive needs to regions of tension 
make the peaceful settlement of disputes 
less likely. We support the establishment by 
the United Nations of a universal nondis- 
criminatory register of conventional arms 
transfers. We support steps undertaken to 
address other aspects of proliferation and 
other initiatives designed to build confi- 
dence and underpin international security. 
We also deem it essential to complete a 
global, comprehensive and effectively veri- 
fiable ban on chemical weapons next year. 
We welcome the positive results of the 
Third Review Conference of the Biological 
and Toxin Weapons Convention, in particu- 
lar the decision to explore the feasibility of 
verification. 


Broader Challenges 


19. Our Strategic Concept underlines that 
Alliance security must take account of the 
global context. It points out risks of a wider 
nature, including proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction, disruption of the flow 
of vital resources and actions of terrorism 
and sabotage, which can affect Alliance se- 
curity interests. We reaffirm the impor- 
tance of arrangements existing in the Alli- 
ance for consultation among the Allies 
under Article 4 of the Washington Treaty 
and, where appropriate, coordination of our 
efforts including our responses to such risks. 
We will continue to address broader chal- 
lenges in our consultations and in the ap- 
propriate multilateral forums in the widest 
possible cooperation with other states. 

20. The North Atlantic Alliance was 
founded with two purposes: the defence of 
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the territory of its members, and the safe- 
guarding and promotion of the values they 
share. In a still uncertain world, the need 
for defence remains. But in a world where 
the values which we uphold are shared ever 
more widely, we gladly seize the opportuni- 
ty to adapt our defences accordingly; to co- 
operate and consult with our new partners; 
to help consolidate a now undivided conti- 
nent of Europe; and to make our Alliance’s 
contribution to a new age of confidence, 
stability and peace. 

21. We express our deep appreciation for 
the gracious hospitality extended to us by 
the Government of the Italian Republic. 


Note: The declaration was not issued as a 
White House press release. 


Remarks at the American Seminary in 
Vatican City 


November 8, 1991 


Thank you very much. I must say you 
guys know how to make somebody feel at 
home. May I say what an honor it has been 
for me to have all this time with His Holli- 
ness. We had a—I shouldn’t talk about what 
we talk about, but we had a major tour 
d’horizon, touching on all the trouble spots, 
and I had an opportunity to express my 
profound gratitude to the Holy Father for 
the spiritual and moral leadership, his com- 
mitment to peace, and the message that he 
sends across the world to all of these coun- 
tries. It’s a message of hope, and it is indeed 
a message of peace. 

So, it was a privilege for me as President 
of the United States to have this time with 
the Holy Father. And may I express, Your 
Holiness, our gratitude from Barbara and 
me, from Jim and Susan Baker, and from 
this enormous traveling squad that we had 
inside. [Laughter] I believe the Holy Father 
was wondering if anybody was left back in 
the United States. [Laughter] But now we 
see that there are plenty here representing 
the spirit of this country. And bless you in 
your work, and God bless the United States. 

Thank you very, very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Sala Clementina at the Vatican. Pope 
John Paul II accompanied the President. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


The President’s News Conference in 
Rome, Italy 


November 8, 1991 
NATO Summit 


The President. Let me get my brainpow- 
er up here. Well, let me just make a brief 
statement, and then I'll be glad to respond 
to a handful of questions. 

This Alliance has been an extraordinary 
success. The cold war, the division of 
Europe, the East-West military struggle are 
no longer subject for leaders but for histori- 
ans. But I won’t dwell on NATO’s successful 
past. I want to talk about NATO’s future. 

The Rome summit is a landmark event, 
for here we took decisive steps in trans- 
forming the Atlantic alliance. In so doing, 
we demonstrated that NATO does not re- 
quire a Soviet enemy to hold it together. 
And yesterday we approved a new strategic 
doctrine reflecting the revolutionary 
changes that have taken place. NATO 
forces will be smaller, more mobile, more 
flexible, able to protect any ally against any 
threat. 

The doctrine provides for the elimination 
of U.S. iand-based short-range nuclear 
forces, based on the recent United States 
initiative. And today we approved a decla- 
ration on peace and partnership establish- 
ing an extensive liaison program with the 
emerging democracies in the East. This pro- 
gram will address specific needs of these 
countries: defense conversion, civil-military 
relations, environmental problems, et 
cetera. 

We institutionalized our relations with 
these countries by establishing a North At- 
lantic Cooperation Council. And this Coun- 
cil will hold its first meeting in Brussels 
next month. 

We also issued a special NATO statement 
on the dramatic transformation of the 
Soviet Union. The statement welcomes the 
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new opportunity for democracy throughout 
the U.S.S.R. and lays out agreed principles 
to guide our policies during these momen- 
tous changes. It stresses that the revolution 
taking place should be carried out peaceful- 
ly, democratically, and with full respect for 
individual and minority rights. 

We’re also calling upon Soviet and Re- 
public leaders to implement the CFE, 
START, and all other international obliga- 
tions, as well as to maintain safe and respon- 
sible control of nuclear weapons. 

We're going to intensify our consultations 
in NATO to maintain a common Atlantic 
approach to the volatile situation in the 
Soviet Union. 

This summit gave me the chance to share 
with our partners our view on the future of 
the alliance and the United States in the 
security of Europe. European and American 
security is indivisible, and the U.S. will 
maintain its commitment to Europe in this 
new era. Because of its Atlantic character, 
the alliance cannot be replaced, even in the 
long run. The alliance is the guarantor of 
the security and stability of Europe. 

We're developing a more balanced part- 
nership with our European allies. European 
unity will strengthen the alliance. It will 
neither diminish the need for NATO nor 
substitute for it in the defense of its mem- 
bers. 

And our allies share these views. Chancel- 
lor Kohl’s remarks in the Bundestag in 
Bonn on Wednesday could not have made 
this more clear. We and our allies have suc- 
ceeded in adapting and renewing this alli- 
ance for the new world. 

So all and all, it was a dramatic meeting, 
a shift taking consideration of the marvel- 
ous changes around the world, and I think 
every member there feels that it was highly 
successful. 

I'll be glad to take a few questions. 


NATO Unity 


Q. Mr. President, is there not a lot of 
dissension within the alliance, France in 
particular? First, the force question in 
Europe and now—— 

The President. You say, did I detect a lot 
of dissension? 

Q. Is there not a lot of dissension within 
the alliance, with France in particular? 


The President. No, I don’t think there’s a 
lot of dissension in the alliance. The ques- 
tion was, is there a lot of dissension in the 
alliance, particularly considering France’s 
position. No, I don’t think so. I think if 
you'll look at the text of what was said or 
what was put out, I think you'll see that 
France is still strongly supportive of an 
American presence here. And so I wouldn’t 
say that at all. 

Now, when you have frank discussions in 
a group as big as NATO, are there going to 
be some nuances of difference? Of course, 
there are differences. But I think on this 
instance, France was most constructive. I 
had a good, long talk bilaterally with Fran- 
cois Mitterrand this morning, and I’m more 
sure than ever that the answer I’m giving 
you is correct. 

Q. What about the disassociation from the 
statement regarding the Soviet Union? 

The President. Well, that’s an area where 
there are some differences. Now, here’s a 
question, it’s a good question, but I don’t 
think that suggests that there are great divi- 
sions inside the alliance. There have been 
exceptions taken, footnotes taken in the 
past on announced positions. And the fact 
that they view treating the internals in the 
Soviet Union slightly different than we do 
or some of the other members do, I don’t 
think should be interpreted as dissension in 
the alliance. 

It points out, however, that strong coun- 
tries, strong-willed leaders from large coun- 
tries or small, can disagree and still have 
the alliance going forward in the way I 
think the documents proclaim. 


NATO Relations with the Eastern 
European Republics 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke about clasp- 
ing the outreached hand of the fledgling 
democracies of Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union. Apart from this Council on 
Cooperation, do you envision full NATO 
membership for these countries? 

The President. 1 think it’s a little prema- 
ture on that. And let’s get going now on 
this Council. Let’s consult with them. Let’s 
make them know that we have keen inter- 
est in their security and in their economic 
well-being. But I think it’s premature to go 
beyond that. 
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Q. Down the road, though? Is that—— 

The President. Well, I just think it’s pre- 
mature now. Let’s go forward with this new 
mechanism and see how successful it is. 


Tax Cuts 


Q. Sir, I'd like to turn to the domestic 
front. Rostenkowski—sorry about the 
throat—Rostenkowski 

The President. It’s 
[Laughter] 

Q. Oh, good one. Your friend, Rostenkow- 
ski, now has openly come out for taxes. Are 
you ready to join him in this, on the tax 
cuts, rather? And also, higher taxes, tax cuts 
for the middle class and higher taxes—— 

Q. The President. 'm not interested in 
higher tax cuts [increases] on the American 
people. I think that there was a pretty good 
message sent to the voters in New Jersey 
the other day about that one. And so I don’t 
think that’s too swift an idea. However, I 
have not seen Rosty’s total proposal. And I 
want to look at it carefully. ’'d love to be in 
a position to pledge every American, what- 
ever, a tax cut. But I don’t want to do that 
when I can’t see how I can do that and 
keep it inside the budget agreement. 

Interest rates are in good shape now in 
the United States. Soon they’re going to 
kick in and stimulate this economy and 
renew confidence in this economy. But you 
notice when tax cuts were proposed 2 
weeks ago, long-term interest rates shot 
right through the roof. I have a responsibil- 
ity, I think, to see that I don’t make propos- 
als that will set back the economy, not just 
in the longer run but in the short run. So, 
I'll take a look at what Danny’s got, but I 
cannot endorse the part of it that you’re 
talking about here and that you asked me 
about. 

Q. But, sir, he would pay for it with 
higher taxes in the upper brackets: a 35- 
percent rate plus a 10-percent surcharge for 
millionaires. 

The President. Well, my worry about 
taxing somebody else is it always ends up in 
everybody’s pocket. And I worry a little bit 
that, well, we’re just going to tax somebody 
else..We’ve heard the Government do this, 
talk about that. So, I'd have to give it a lot 
of thought before I could support—if that’s 
what he’s doing. I would have to wait. 

Q. You’re not enthusiastic about the idea? 


better that way. 
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The President. I'm not enthusiastic about 
increasing taxes. I learned that one the hard 
way. 


AIDS 


Q. Mr. President, this is another sharp 
right turn, but I’m sure you’re aware the 
entire country is talking about Magic John- 
son. 

The President. Oh, yes. 

Q. Id like to, first of all, get your feelings 
on that, and secondly, let you respond to 
criticism that’s been leveled by AIDS activ- 
ists and even by a Presidential commission 
that this is an area where you really haven’t 
sufficiently led the Nation on—not a ques- 
tion of how much money you spend but a 
question of attitudes. 

The President. Yes. Well, let me first say 
about Magic Johnson, he’s a hero to me, to 
everybody that loves sports, I think to ev- 
erybody across this country. I believe he’s 
on our fitness commission. And I just can’t 
tell you the high regard that I have for this 
athlete. And I can empathize with him. I 
did catch a little bit of it on television, his 
statement here, saw the heartbreak of some 
of the kids that idolize him. And so it’s a 
tragedy, but handled well. And I don’t want 
to sound like this is some—carrying it fur- 
ther than it is because he might do very, 
very well, indeed, but I think he’s a gentle- 
man who has handled his problem in a 
wonderful way. 

Now, in terms of allegations that I am not 
interested in AIDS people or not providing 
proper leadership, I hope that’s not true. 
You say don’t discuss funding, but we have 
increased funding dramatically for AIDS. 
We've got fantastic research going on at 
NIH and elsewhere to do something about 
AIDS. But Susan [Susan Spencer, CBS 
News], look at it this way: If there’s more I 
can do to empathize, to make clear what 
AIDS is and what it isn’t, I want to go the 
extra mile, because my heart goes out to 
them; I’ve been to hospitals and seen them; 
I’ve talked to some of the victims of AIDS. 
And I can’t say I’ve done enough; of course, 
I haven’t. But I don’t like the allegation, if 
it is, that I don’t care because I do very, 
very much. 

Q. One of the main areas of criticism 
from the Presidential commission and 
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others has been the immigration policy that 
restricts people with the AIDS virus from 
even coming into this country. 

The President. It doesn’t do that, though, 
you see. 

Q. The allegation being that this conveys 
a wrong message to people about discrimi- 
nation. 

The President. Well, this is a health prob- 
lem, and that part of it should be treated in 
a health manner. And I have great confi- 
dence in Secretary Sullivan. And I think 
some have, some of the most active groups, 
who, incidentally, I think, hurt the cause. I 
think some of the machinations of ACT-UP, 
which is an extreme organization, hurt the 
cause of understanding, denying people the 
right to speak. This doesn’t help the cause. 
So, I’m not defensive on that part of it at 
all. And I think the conference, that people 
were permitted to come in. Some just 
didn’t want to because of what they felt the 
message conveyed. 

But I think we’re doing well as an admin- 
istration. But if I need to do more, and 
Barbara does, to express the concern we 
feel, we'll do it. I say Barbara because I 
think she is trying very hard also. When you 
hold those little AIDS babies in your arms I 
think that sends a powerful message, not 
just of love but of what AIDS is and is not. 


The U.S. Role in NATO 


Q. Mr. President, Secretary Baker said 
yesterday afternoon that the United States 
would be the leader of the NATO alliance 
for a long time to come. Could you explain, 
sir, for the benefit of an average American, 
why that role is necessary and beneficial for 
such average people? 

The President. NATO has kept the peace 
for 40 years, over 40 years. In the last 2 or 
3 years, we’ve seen dramatic changes in the 
entire world. The enemy, a monolithic, 
powerful Soviet Union is no longer the 
enemy. The enemy is uncertainty. The 
enemy is unpredictability. The friend is sta- 
bility. And so what an ongoing NATO, with 
its pared-down but quick response and 
highly effective force, will do is to guaran- 
tee against insecurity, against instability, 
and guarantee security. 

I think it’s important when you see the 
development in the Soviet Union—which is 
to some degree unpredictable, where we’re 


going to be in terms of those Republics and 
how they sort out their relationship with 
the center—when you see the turmoil in 
Yugoslavia today, all is not serene. One 
can’t predict with totality where these 
events will lead us. 

And we’ve got a stake in it. History shows 
that we have a stake in a peaceful Europe. 
And so, it’s that that I would say to the 
American people. And I would also say be- 
cause of the way this has been handled and 
because of the changes in the world, we are 
going to be able to participate fully, but at 
reduced levels of U.S. troop commitment. 
And that goes along with it. 

So, I'd say to the isolationists in the 
United States: Look at your history. Don’t 
pull back into some fortress America. You 
just have to look back over your shoulder at 
the Persian Gulf and look at the recent 
changes in Europe and understand that it is 
in our interest to have a strong participa- 
tion in this Atlantic alliance. 

Q. Given the impulse, sir, in Europe to 
the amount of defense forces that are Euro- 
pean, why is it now necessary for the 
United States to have this leadership role 
with all the expense and risk that goes with 
itP 

The President. Because it is in our inter- 
est to be a participant in the Atlantic alli- 
ance. We’re not just doing this just for 
somebody else; we’re doing it for ourselves. 
And all you have to do is go back a little 
further into history to understand why I’m 
saying this. And I’m talking about the grand 
war, World War II. And I think that it’s 
very, very important that we be full partici- 
pants. 


Agricultural Aid for the Soviet Union 


Q. You’ve had for some time, I believe, 
now, Secretary Madigan’s recommendation 
to grant additional agricultural credits to 
the Soviet Union, or credit guarantees. Why 
is this still being delayed, sir? 

The President. 1 had an opportunity to 
discuss a proposal with Mr. Gorbachev. We 
came back and had consultations with our 
Agricultural Department officials: Madigan, 
Crowder, and others. One of them will be 
back over there very soon. Ill be meeting 
with Ed Madigan as soon as this finishes up. 
And a deal just has not been finalized. Are 
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we willing to help the Soviet Union get 
through a difficult winter by giving agricul- 
tural credits? The answer is yes. Do we 
want to have the credits secured as best we 
can? The answer to that question is yes, too. 
And tnerein lies a complication that has not 
been resolved. 


Foreign vs. Domestic Spending 


Q. Are you in any way deterred, sir, by 
the suggestion that you should be using 
whatever that might cost in the Soviet 
Union to help people back home? 

The President. No, I'm not deterred by 
that. I can understand the sentiment that 
some say, but I don’t think that the U.S. can 
withdraw from its commitment. And I think 
the U.S. whoever it is in the U.S., takes 
pride that when people are hurting and 
people are desperately hungry the Govern- 
ment tries to help, abroad and at home. 


Sanctions Against Yugoslavia 


Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to 
the decision by the European Community 


to impose sanctions against Yugoslavia? 

The President. We're going to take a look 
at that now. The question, if you didn’t 
hear in the back, sorry. Well, he just said, 
what was my reaction to the EC move this 
morning to place sanctions on Yugoslavia, 
EC sanctions against Yugoslavia. We’re 
taking a hard look at that. The Secretary 
and I will be discussing it, and we will have 
more to say on that in the not-too-distant 
future. 

So, I can’t fault what they’re doing at all. 
In fact, I congratulate the EC for the lead- 
ership role they have taken in trying to 
resolve the difficulties between these vari- 
ous entities in Yugoslavia. I can’t tell you 
what the final U.S. position is going to be 
yet because I’ve not made a final decision. 

Q. But do you have any reaction to their 
call for the United Nations to impose an oil 
embargo? 

The President. Do | have any what? 

Q. They’ve asked that the U.N. impose an 
oil embargo. 

The President. No, but we will have a 
U.S. position on that fairly soon. This just 
happened this morning. 
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Health Care Reform 


Q. Senate Republicans have now unveiled 
a plan to reform health care and provide 
access to Americans who now do not have 
access to affordable health care. Do you 
have a view of their particular plan? And in 
general, given the political potency of this 
issue, do you plan for your administration to 
come forward with its own plan before the 
election next year? 

The President. | would think that before 
the election next year, we will. I will say 
there are 30 health plans, I think it’s 30, 
that have been put forward by Members of 
Congress. Some of them have very strong 
merit to them, and some of them have 
enormous drawbacks because of the costs to 
all Americans, the prohibitive costs. But I'd 
like to have a comprehensive health care 
plan that I can vigorously take to the Amer- 
ican people. We’re moving forward with 
certain portions of health care now, as 
you’ve heard from Secretary Sullivan. It’s a 
matter of concern. And I think the answer 
to your question will be yes, Susan. 


1991 Elections 


Q. Were you surprised by how that issue 
resonated in the Pennsylvania Senate race? 
And do you think there’s a message there? 
Do you see a particular message in that? 

The President. Listen, any time a good 
man loses, and that’s what happened in 
Thornburgh’s race, I’m interested in what 
the message is. But I don’t know what one 
ingredient it was in that race. But I know 
there were an awful lot of other races in 
the country, whether it was people interest- 
ed in health care, that went the other way. 
In governorships and the sweeping victories 
in the State of New Jersey where people 
sorted out the priorities that we’ve been 
talking about here, “Hey, do you want me 
to go out and raise taxes on the American 
people?” And over and over again, wham, 
the answer was, “No.” 

So, it’s what kind of perspective you put 
it in. But I have great regrets over the 
Thornburgh race because I know he’d have 
been an outstanding Senator, and he was an 
outstanding Attorney General. But the de- 
tails of it, I can’t assert that you’re correct 
in your hypothesis there. 





Economic Programs 


Q. Mr. President, has the election this 
week changed your view about how fast 
you should propose an economic stimulus 
program or the substance of what such a 
program might contain? 

The President. No, the election has not 
changed my view. We’ve had ingredients of 
a stimulation package before the American 
people for a long, long time. The Congress 
now has set a date, I think of the 22d of 
November, but as I said when I postponed 
my trip to the Orient, I’m not sure I believe 
it. The first date was November 2d or 4th, 
and it’s now been set back to the 22d, and 
let’s see. I know what my hopes are in that 
regard, but let’s see. 

So, I don’t feel under any election pres- 
sure. I would like to see the Congress go 
forward and get this transportation bill. 
That’s got growth potential. I would like to 
see a capital gains cut. They are labeling 
this as a tax cut for the rich in spite of the 
success that it had under bipartisan parti- 
sanship and under Bill Steiger back in ’78. 
So, we’ve put forward IRA’s that will help 
with homebuying, for example. 

So, I've got my ideas out there, and the 
Congress, for various political reasons, want 
to do it their way. When you don’t control 
either House of the Congress, you have to 
deal with their ideas. They aren’t willing to 
bring forward mine. And so, Id like to see 
them do what we’ve got forward because I 
think there are things that can be done to 
stimulate the economy. 

I might say one that isn’t a Government 
move was the cutting of the interest rates 
the other day. I cannot help but feel that 
the interest rates at these rather historic 
lows will have a stimulative effect on the 
economy at some point. But when they get 
these gloomy reports out of politicians who 
can only profit if things are going badly, 
you have to let that be sorted out by the 
American people. And that’s what’s hap- 
pening out there. 

I would hate to be a fellow that thought 
the only way I could get a job is to have 
everything going badly for our country. 
And that seems to be the mentality there. 
But I’m going to have to resist nice-sound- 
ing things that are counterproductive. But 
I'd like to encourage the Congress to go 
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forward with some of the ideas we’ve put 
forward. 


Italy and NATO 


Q. Mr. President, I have two questions, if 
I may, sir. 

The President. You get one, but they call 
it a follow-on. You can use that technique. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Well, they’re on two different sub- 
jects—{ laughter] 

The President. They’re shaking you off 
here. [Laughter] 

Q. You just talked now in the Rome dec- 
laration, talked about smaller, more flexible 
NATO forces. Does that involve the closing 
of some of your United States bases in Italy? 
And, second question—— 

The President. Related to the first is 
what? 

Q. It’s on a small bilateral issue. Is your 
administration going to accede to the Ital- 
ian Government request for the transfer 
under the Strasbourg convention to an 
Italian jailing of Senor Baraldini, an Italian 
citizen convicted of terrorism 9 years ago in 
the United States? 

The President. Fortunately, the last party 
is unrelated to the first, and therefore, I'll 
only take the first part of the question, 
meaning I don’t know the answer to the 
second part of your question. But maybe 
somebody can help me on that. 

And what was the first part of your ques- 
tion? 

Q. Yes, smaller, more flexible force 

The President. I don’t think there are any 
plans of that nature regarding our an- 
nounced cuts with NATO. Italy has been a 
strong, wonderful supporter of NATO. And 
I know of no plans in our structuring that 
would result in that at this moment. 

Let me say I don’t want to avoid your 
question on the Baraldini matter, but I just 
don’t know the answer to it. Maybe we can 
get up with you later. [Laughter] It seems 
that nobody else knows the answer to it, 
and it’s a very good question. I’m very 
sorry. 


The President’s Travel 


Q. Mr. President, in Texas last week you 
gave a rousing defense of your attention to 
foreign policy and your travels, and then a 
few days later you canceled the Asia trip, 
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citing the congressional schedule. The reali- 
ty, though, next year are we not going to 
see you stay put? 

The President. No, you're not going to 
see me stay put. I am not going to forsake 
my responsibilities. You may not see me put 
as much—I mean, un-put as much. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Q. Will the Japan trip not have to be 
postponed until after the elections? 

The President. The Japan trip will be re- 
scheduled, before the elections. I want to 
do it before the elections. I'd like to do it 
fairly soon. It is very important. You know, 
it’s interesting—this is for the foreign jour- 
nalists—I was accused of canceling a foreign 
trip for political reasons. When the trip was 
scheduled, the Congress had said they were 
going to adjourn on November 2d or No- 
vember 4th. I felt, therefore, I could safely 
sally forth from the United States and go 
out to Asia. 

So, we canceled the trip, and then some 
very knowledgeable foreign policy report- 
ers say, “Hey, you’re neglecting Asia. This is 
a terrible thing. You’re not going to Japan, 
which is a very important trading partner.” 

I guess both have some credibility, except 
those who say it was canceled for politics. I 
canceled it because I don’t want to be out 
of town when Congress is still in session. 
But I want to reschedule it, and I will re- 
schedule it because these relationships are 
very important. And it is the President that 
is responsible for these relationships. And in 
the case of Japan, for example, it is terribly 
important domestically. It has an enormous 
domestic implication. And to neglect that 
relationship and be driven away from it by 
people holding up silly T-shirts is ridiculous. 

Of course, I’m going to go. And this rela- 
tionship with Japan is important. It’s impor- 
tant to jobs in the State of Michigan, for 
openers, and many other States all across 
the agricultural belt. And it’s important in 
high-tech. And it’s important in terms of a 
lot of other things. 

And so, I am not going to neglect that 
part of my responsibilities as President be- 
cause of some carping by people that 
simply don’t understand that it is the Presi- 
dent that has these responsibilities. 

And I will simply add for the foreign jour- 
nalists, if I had had to listen to advice from 
the United States Senate leadership, the 
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Democrats, or from the House, the leader- 
ship over there, to do something about the 
Persian Gulf, we’d have still been sitting 
there in the United States, fat, dumb, and 
happy, with Saddam Hussein maybe in 
Saudi Arabia. So, I had to get out, and say, 
“Hey, this is what we’re going to do,” and 
didn’t have to depend on the good will of 
Congress to get it done. Most of the leaders 
in the Congress opposed what I did or were 
in opposition one way or another. 

And so, I am not going to neglect my 
responsibilities. I am going to do as—better 
job as I possibly can on showing the con- 
cerns I feel and hopefully, in spite of the 
opposition of Congress, try to find answers 
to some of the problems that are plaguing 
the American people. People are hurting 
there, and they need help. But they don’t 
need the President to foreswear his obliga- 
tions for national security and foreign af- 
fairs. 

That’s a brief summation of how strongly 
I feel, and I can elaborate on that if any- 
body would like. 


Abortion Counseling 


Q. Mr. President, those House and Senate 
leaders you just referred to got a bill passed 
in both Houses this week which overturns 
your ban on abortion counseling in family 
planning clinics. Will you veto that and 
why? 

The President. You know, the argu- 
ment—this is a domestic issue here—the ar- 
gument was the gag rule, the keeping pa- 
tients from talking to their doctors about 
any array of options. That was the argu- 
ment. That was the debate. You go back 
and look at the clips and look at some of the 
stories that were written. It is a patient- 
doctor relationship that people were argu- 
ing about. They were saying, you were gag- 
ging doctors from giving patients any solu- 
tion they wanted. That has been resolved 
by a directive from me to the Secretary of 
HHS. So, it is no longer the question. 

Now, somebody has some other ideas on 
that. But I will veto the legislation and get 
the veto sustained, and I already have taken 
care of the gag rule about which this was 
about. Now, there are some other aspects of 
it on abortion where I just have a differ- 
ence with the Congress, a standing differ- 
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ence with them. But on the gag rule, it is 
important to note that matter has been re- 
solved. And clearly, under my directive, 
they can go ahead, patients and doctors can 
talk about absolutely anything they want, 
and they should be able to do that. 

But let’s not lose sight of what the argu- 
ment was a few months ago when this first 
came out, was the prohibition of a person to 
talk to, the alleged prohibition of a person 
to talk to a doctor about abortion or about 
having a doctor recommend abortion. That 
matter has been resolved. So, therefore, 
with that underway, I will then go ahead 
and veto the bill and hope that it is sus- 
tained. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, you said that your ideas 
for an economic growth package are on the 
Hill, and they won’t do anything about 
them, the democratically controlled Con- 
gress. If that’s the case, are you saying you 
can’t do anything to help with the recession 
right now; you're helpless in this areaP 

The President. You see these interest 
rates down; I think that will help tremen- 
dously. I think avoiding breaking the 
budget agreement will help. I don’t know 
that I, personally, individually, can do any- 
thing without the cooperation of the leader- 
ship. Sometimes, to get something good 
done, you’ve got to beat back something 
bad. And that is what happens when you 
have a divided Government with the 
Senate and House leaders off on a liberal 
tack that is very different than what I was 
elected to do. 

Q. A lot of economists think that, in fact, 
the President should not try to fine-tune 
this way, and that recessions are cyclical 
and you come out, when you come out. Do 
you essentially agree with that? 

The President. Well, as I’ve said the other 
day, there’s a lot of gloom and doom out of 
the politicians. I think there’s some reason 
to think that, as in past recessions, the ’81- 
82 recession is a good example, we will 
come out of it. I’m not prepared to say 
we're in recession when you have a growth, 
a third-quarter growth of 2.4 percent. It’s 
not vigorous growth. It is not the kind of 
growth that I'd like to see the United States 
have, but it is not recession. It does not fit 
the definition of recession. And yet, you 


have plenty of people around saying we are 
in recession. 


What’s happened, I think, is after that 2.4 
percent growth, there’s a feeling that it’s 
been rather flat. And I don’t know what the 
numbers are exactly, but I do remember 
that in the end of the ’81-’82 recession I 
was sitting there in the Cabinet Room 
when some Members of Congress, both Re- 
publican and Democrat, came to President 
Reagan and said, you must spend this $3 
billion to create, I forget how many jobs, 
100,000 jobs. You have to do it. Well, when 
will these jobs be created? Well, we can get 
them the next 6 months. 


And within the next month or two, the 
economy itself was creating 500,000 jobs 
per month without the kind of band-aid leg- 
islation that these people were talking 
about. I remember talking to President 
Reagan about his wanting to do something 
but not do something that would be coun- 
terproductive. 


So, there is this view amongst some 
economists that economies are cyclical and 
that you have ups and downs in it. And I 
think if you go back and look, that’s been 
the case in history. 


This recession—and this is of no comfort 
to somebody that’s lost a job—is far less 
deep than the previous recession. And it is 
my hope that we will come on out of it, and 
there are some good signs. And yet, there 
are some troubling signs. So, we'll have to 
wait and see. But that is an argument for 
not doing anything dumb, not doing any- 
thing stupid that’s going to make it worse. 
One thing that would make it worse is to 
shoot these interest rates sky-high. I would 
think that would guarantee the likelihood 


we wouldn’t have a recovery. 


Note: The President’s 110th news conference 
began at 2:50 p.m. in the living room at the 
U.S. Ambassador’s residence. The following 
persons were referred to: Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl of Germany; President Francois Mit- 
terrand of France; Representative Dan Ros- 
tenkowski; and former Representative Bill 
Steiger. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this news conference. 
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Bulgarian-American Enterprise 
Fund 


November 8, 1991 


The Bulgarian-American Enterprise Fund 
was formally established on November 7, 
1991. This $50 million U.S. initiative, to be 
capitalized over 3 years, will promote the 
development of the Bulgarian private 
sector through equity investments, loans, 
grants, training, and technical assistance. 

Like the enterprise funds already estab- 
lished for Poland, Hungary, and the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic, the Bulgarian 
fund is a private, nonprofit organization. It 
will invest in Bulgaria’s private sector, using 
its own funds and drawing on other sources 
of venture capital as well. It will foster the 
growth of private business in all sectors of 
the Bulgarian economy, with particular em- 
phasis on agriculture and agribusiness: Agri- 
cultural inputs, food processing and packag- 
ing, distribution, and related areas. Drawing 
on its capital stock, the fund will also pro- 
vide technical assistance to complement its 
investment activities. 

The President is pleased to announce that 
the following distinguished American pri- 
vate sector leaders, representing a wide 
range of professional experience, have 
agreed to serve as U.S. members of the 
Board of Directors: 


Chairman 

Gary MacDougal, former chairman and 
CEO of Mark Controls Corp., and Public 
Delegate and Alternative Representative of 


the United States to the United Nations 
General Assembly. 


Members 


Theodore Cooper, chairman of the board 
and CEO of The Upjohn Co. 

William W. Erwin, farmer, Board 
Member of the Farm Credit System Assist- 
ance Board, former Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

Edgar D. Jannotta, partner, William Blair 
& Co. 

Marshall Lee Miller, partner, Baker & 
Hostetler. 

These U.S. board members will be joined 
by Bulgarian directors at a later date. In 
addition, Frank Bauer, formerly vice presi- 
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dent with Booz Allen & Hamiltion, joins the 
Fund as President. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





November 2 


Urban Education Project of the Denver Audu- 
bon Society, of Denver, CO 


November 4 

Ruth House Ministries, of Tampa, FL 
November 5 

Nekonnen Meshesha, of Boston, MA 
November 6 


Mose and Garrison Siskin Memorial Founda- 
tion Pre-School, of Chattanooga, TN 


November 7 

Casa de Amparo, of Oceanside, CA 

November 8 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Geraldi, of Miami, FL 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 2 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Kennebunkport, ME, to 
inspect damage at their home as a result of 
a major coastal storm. Later in the day, 
they returned to the White House. 





November 4 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Simi Valley, CA, where 
they attended ceremonies marking the 
opening of the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library. Following a luncheon hosted by 
President and Mrs. Reagan, the President 
and Mrs. Bush returned to the White House. 


November 5 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—members of the National Catholic Edu- 
cation Association. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in the State of Massachusetts as 
a result of a major coastal storm on October 
30. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 


November 6 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Rome, Italy, for a summit 
meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization. Upon arrival, they went to the 
U.S. Ambassador’s residence, the Villa Ta- 
verna, which was their residence for their 
stay in Rome. 


November 7 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush assumed separate schedules. The 
President met with Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom for a working 
breakfast in the dining room at the Villa 
Taverna. The President then went to the 
Sheraton Hotel where he held bilateral 
meetings with Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization and Prime Minister Giulio An- 
dreotti of Italy. Following the bilateral 
meetings, the President, accompanied by 
Secretary of State James A. Baker III and 
U.S. Ambassador to NATO Robert Taft, met 
with NATO leaders for an informal coffee 
reception. They then proceeded to the first 
working session of the NATO summit, 
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which was held in the summit conference 
room at the Sheraton Hotel. 

In the afternoon, the President participat- 
ed in a working luncheon with NATO lead- 
ers at the Tivoli Restaurant. Following the 
luncheon, the President returned to the 
Sheraton Hotel for the second working ses- 
sion of the NATO summit where he ad- 
dressed the NATO leaders. The President 
then held a bilateral meeting with Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl of Germany. 

In the evening, President Bush met with 
President Francesco Cossiga of Italy at the 
Quirinal Palace. Later in the evening, follow- 
ing his arrival ceremony, the President and 
Mrs. Bush attended a reception and dinner 
hosted by President Cossiga. They then re- 
turned to the Villa Taverna for the evening. 


November 8 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to the American Embassy. The 
President spoke briefly to Embassy employ- 
ees and then went to the Sheraton Hotel 
where he and Mrs. Bush assumed separate 
schedules. Following a bilateral meeting 
with President Francois Mitterrand of 
France, the President returned to the 
summit conference room for the final work- 
ing session of the NATO summit. 

In the afternoon, the President went to 
the Vatican where he had a private audi- 
ence with the Pope. Following a meeting 
with members of the American Seminary 
community, the President and Mrs. Bush 
returned to the Villa Taverna. Following a 
press conference, the President and Mrs. 
Bush left Rome and traveled to The Hague, 
The Netherlands. Upon arrival, the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Bush went to Noordeinde 
Palace for dinner with Her Majesty, Queen 
Beatrix. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 
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Submitted November 5 


J. Curtis Joyner, 

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, a 
new position created by Public Law 101- 
650, approved December 1, 1990. 


Roderick R. McKelvie, 

of Delaware, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Delaware vice Murray M. 
Schwartz, retired. 


John R. Padova, 

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, a 
new position created by Public Law 101- 
650, approved December 1, 1990. 


James Roderick Lilley, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense vice Henry S. Rowen, resigned. 


Jimm Larry Hendren, 
of Arkansas, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Western District of Arkansas, a new po- 


sition created by Public Law 101-650, ap- 
proved December 1, 1990. 


Withdrawn November 5 


Jimm Larry Hendren, 

of Arkansas, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Arkansas vice G. 
Thomas Eisele, retired, which was sent to 
the Senate on October 24, 1991. 


Submitted November 6 


Morris S. Arnold, 
of Arkansas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eighth Circuit vice Donald P. Lay, retired. 


Submitted November 7 


John R. Davis, Jr., 

of California, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania. 


Charles Tyroler Ii, 


of Virginia, to be a member of the Advisory 
Board for Cuba Broadcasting for a term ex- 
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Submitted November 7 —Continued 


piring October 27, 
Silber, term expired. 


1992, vice John R. 


Pamela J. Turner, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy for a term expiring July 1, 1992, 
vice Priscilla L. Buckley, term expired. 
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by the President 
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S. 1823 / Public Law 102-151 

To amend the Veterans’ Benefit and Serv- 
ices Act of 1988 to authorize the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs to use for the op- 
eration and maintenance of the National 
Memorial Cemetery of Arizona funds ap- 
propriated during fiscal year 1992 for the 
National Cemetery System 
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